
REGULAR SESSION   THURSDAY MARCH 21, 2019  

 

The Board of Huron County Commissioners met this date in Regular Session.  Roll being called found 

the following members present: Terry Boose, Joe Hintz, Bruce Wilde. 

 

19-087 

 

IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION SUBMITTED FOR A QUALIFIED ENERCY 

PROJECT BY FIRELANDS WIND, LLC (EMERSON CREEK) AND A PAYMENT IN LIEU OF 

TAXES (PILOT)  
 

Terry Boose moved the adoption of the following resolution: 

 

WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners on February 22, 2019, received an application for 

certification of a qualified energy project related to Firelands Wind, LLC (Emerson Creek) from the Ohio 

Development Services Agency, for a wind project in Lyme, Norwich, Sherman, Ridgefield and Richmond 

Townships, Huron County;                     and 

 

WHEREAS, per O.R.C. Section 5727.75(E) (1) (b), the Board of County Commissioners shall adopt a 

resolution approving or rejecting this application within thirty days of receipt of the application from the 

Ohio Development Services Agency;               and  

 

WHEREAS, a vote of “yes” will signify approval of the application for certification of a qualified energy 

project related to Firelands Wind, LLC (Emerson Creek) and a vote of “no” will signify rejecting of the 

application for certification of a qualified energy project related to Firelands Wind, LLC (Emerson 

Creek);                              now therefore 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, by voting “yes” this Board hereby approves the qualified energy project 

application, submitted to the Ohio Development Services Agency by Firelands Wind, LLC, related to the 

Emerson Creek Wind Farm project in Lyme, Norwich, Sherman, Ridgefield and Richmond Townships, 

Huron County, Ohio, according to the provisions as outlined in the attached document;  

           and further 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, by voting “yes” this Board declares all applications for property tax exemption 

submitted to and approved by the Director of the Ohio Development Services Agency by Firelands Wind, 

LLC, related to the Emerson Creek Wind Farm project, pursuant to O.R.C Section 5727.75(E) after the 

adoption of this resolution, and prior to its repeal, are approved;    and further 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, by voting “yes” the approval provided in this resolution is expressly conditioned 

upon the payment of an annual service payment required under O.R.C Sections 5727.75 (E) (1) (b) and 

5727.75 (G) (2);          and further 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, by voting “no” this Board hereby rejects the qualified energy project application, 

submitted to the Ohio Development Services Agency by Firelands Wind, LLC, related to the Emerson 

Creek Wind Farm project in Lyme, Norwich, Sherman, Ridgefield and Richmond Townships, Huron 

County, Ohio;          and further 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, by voting “no” this Board declares all applications for property tax exemption 

submitted to the Director of the Ohio Development Services Agency by Firelands Wind, LLC, related to 

the Emerson Creek Wind Farm project, pursuant to O.R.C Section 5727.75(E) after the adoption of this 

resolution, and prior to its repeal, be rejected;      and further 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the foregoing resolution was adopted and all actions and deliberations of the 

Board of Commissioners of the County of Huron, Ohio relating thereto were conducted in meetings open 

to the public, in compliance with all applicable legal requirements, including Section 121.22 of the Ohio 

Revised Code. 

 

Joe Hintz seconded the motion.   

 

*Discussion:  
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Commissioner Joe Hintz - Mr. Hintz indicated he was really troubled by the fact that initially Apex said 

they would not proceed with the project if a PILOT was not approved, but now they say they have changed 

their mind.  He is not sure if that was true or not.  The big thing they have been pushing lately is the RUMA.  

Apex has indicated there has to be a PILOT in order to have a RUMA.  Mr. Hintz said he doesn’t like that 

– he likes to think this company is going to take care of our roads and bridges regardless of whether there 

is a PILOT project or not. 

 

Mr. Hintz wanted to state that he has never been in favor of this project, nor was he in favor of Greenwich’s 

when that was proposed.  But Mr. Hintz tried to listen to the will of the people, but that came kind of late. 

He said the Commissioners had tried to do things a lot differently with this project and had tried to hold 

meetings.  The only real opposition Mr. Hintz initially saw was from Greenwich.  He did not feel it was 

fair to the other communities if they wanted the project.  He did not feel he could base his decision on just 

what the community down south wanted.  

 

Mr. Hintz said he had been very straightforward with Apex from the beginning.  The Commissioners had 

voted originally to consider looking at the PILOT, but that created a lot of confusion for the people.  He 

understood this and he apologized because, although that was not the intent, that was what happened.   

 

Mr. Hintz again said he had been straightforward with Apex and had told them that, personally, he was 

really not for the project, but he was waiting to hear from the residents of this County.  He believes the 

residents have sent us a very, very clear message.  Mr. Hintz felt the problem was the fact that there are a 

lot of people that still have not voiced their opinion, which makes it more difficult for the Commissioners 

to make a decision.  

 

Mr. Hintz said it was clear to him - he had studied a lot of different things, had looked at a lot of different 

things, had read a lot of different things, had talked to a lot of people.  He believes if you ever see a picture 

of flicker, it can make you sick.  He realizes it probably doesn’t affect everyone, but he believes for some 

it does.   

 

Mr. Hintz thought that, even if all these things are wrong – property values aren’t going to be lowered, there 

won’t be any seismic vibrations, there’s no infrasound, there’s no sickness from it, and it won’t kill bats 

and eagles, regardless the turbines would detract from what he considers to be a beautiful County.  He 

compared it to Florida, which he considers to be rather ugly once you travel outside the resort areas.  He 

said that is not what we have here – we have a very beautiful County and he does not want to see it disrupted.   

 

Mr. Hintz informed the audience that he is the father of 4 daughters and has 14 grandkids, with number 15 

on the way.  Eight of his grandchildren live in Huron County, so the County is very important him.  He 

clarified that this isn’t just a job for him but it is also his home.  He too is a resident of this County.  Mr. 

Hintz feels there are too many unknowns, too many variables.  He has not received solid answers to his 

questions, including if the project would really last 30 years.  He also didn’t know if Emerson Creek would 

really come to the County regardless of whether they received the PILOT – he said we would have to wait 

and see.   Mr. Hintz reminded the listeners that the Commissioners can’t stop them from coming, but he 

would not be a willing participant to encourage them to come here.  He indicated that was where he stands 

on the issue. 

 

Commissioner Terry Boose – Mr. Boose indicated he had quite a few thoughts on the project.   

 

First, Mr. Boose wanted to start with the conflict the project had created in the community.  He indicated it 

had happened in Greenwich and was now happening in our area.  All three of the Commissioners had 

discussed it and were very disappointed at how it was breaking up the area and causing conflict.  For the 

most part he thought the conflict had always been blamed on Apex, except when it was in Greenwich it had 

been blamed on that company.  Mr. Boose said during his relationship with Apex they had been nothing 

but straightforward - they had answered any questions he had.  Mr. Boose said he was holding those at the 

meeting partly responsible for how things have moved forward in that area.  He did not feel there was any 

reason for divide.  He said that, if they want to divide, want to call people names, want to send ugly emails, 

if they want to argue with their neighbor and tell them they are wrong just because they want or don’t want 

the project - there is no reason for it.  He indicated this is what we have in Washington right now.  It is the 

exact same thing – that division, people calling people names, arguing with each other, and making it ugly.  
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Mr. Boose pointed out the other thing he sees in Washington is there is no compromise.  He said that, when 

it comes to law making or important decisions in our area, not everybody is going be happy.  He said that 

one of the first things he learned in Columbus was that if you pass a bill and one side is really happy, you 

probably didn’t do your job.  This is because every issue has people for it and people against it.  He indicated 

that they need to listen to the people and work through whatever issues there might be.   Mr. Boose really 

felt this was applicable to this area.  He feels it is time to cut the divide regardless of whatever decision is 

made and whatever happens.  He said that doesn’t mean you can’t voice your opinion and be strong about 

it - there is nothing wrong with that.  Mr. Boose meant the true divide that’s really happening.  He feels it 

needs to stop, and believes that it can be done, both sides can do it, as well as the people in the middle.   He 

agreed with Mr. Hintz that we have a great County.  He said part of the reason the County is great is not 

just what you see but also the people within.  With the right people, when there’s an issue when somebody 

needs help, it will happen – regardless of whether it’s Bellevue, Monroeville, Willard, Norwalk, New 

London.  The people come together and make sure they take care of it.  Mr. Boose feels part of the great 

thing about the County is the people.   

 

The second topic Mr. Boose wanted to talk about was today’s decision, and what their decision was.  He 

wanted to be very clear for the record what they were voting on so that five or ten years down the road, 

when things change or something happens with the project, there will be no question what was voted on 

and how they voted.  He feels that, when the Commissioners vote on things, they should be explaining their 

vote.  He said there have been many times over the past two years the Board has questioned “why are we 

doing that?” or “where did that start?”.  When they review the minutes it simply says the Commissioners 

voted to approve it, they voted “yes”.  Mr. Boose acknowledged that this is an important decision and 

wanted to be very clear about what they were truly voting on. 

 

Mr. Boose said that a lot of what they had heard from people was that they wanted the Board to vote no on 

the PILOT.  He thought what they were actually saying was that they didn’t want the wind turbines.  Mr. 

Boose isn’t sure that everybody understands the PILOT, what it does and what happens if there isn’t a 

PILOT.   

 

Mr. Boose indicated that he has been meeting with State Representative Dick Stein just about every week, 

or at least every other week.  Mr. Boose was very disappointed by what Mr. Stein put in the paper.   Mr. 

Boose acknowledged that Mr. Stein can certainly say he isn’t for wind energy.  However, he felt that Mr. 

Stein made it sound like the Commissioners decision is whether to like wind energy or not like wind energy. 

Mr. Boose again said that was not their decision.  The decision he was going to make has nothing to do 

with whether he likes wind energy or doesn’t like wind energy.  Mr. Boose stated the decision he is 

supposed to be making today is whether it is in the best interest of the County to have a PILOT project or 

to not have a PILOT project.  That was what they were voting on.  They are not voting on wind energy 

today.  They are voting on the PILOT project.   

 

Mr. Boose wanted to explain this further and express his concerns.   

 

Mr. Boose said that he has been told more than once that no wind farm in Ohio has ever moved forward 

without a PILOT.  He has heard it often enough and from enough different sources that he believes that to 

be true.  However, he believes the issue now is that the legislation on how a wind farm can be taxed was 

done 6, 8, 10 years ago.  He believes that wind energy was very different at that time.  A lot of people were 

talking about it, but there wasn’t a lot going on.   The reason a PILOT was brought up was because the local 

governments wanted some sort of say in the matter.  Mr. Boose reminded the listeners that the State and 

the Power Siting Board still have the ultimate say, and they didn’t want to give that up.  But they agreed 

that if local government wanted to work with the company, they would let them vote on a PILOT.  He 

believes the idea at the time was that the only way everything was going to move forward in a wind project 

is if the PILOT was passed.  So far, that’s how it has worked. 

 

Mr. Boose wanted to fast forward to today.  Technology has changed immensely in the last 8 to 10 years.  

Back then he had a flip phone as opposed to today’s smart phone.  He said technology is totally different, 

and is totally different in the wind industry.  Mr. Boose recognized that everything has changed, even the 

economy.   He said this was outlined by the fact that a PILOT requires 50% Ohio domiciled workers.  This 

is because, at the time it was passed, the unemployment rate in our area sometimes reached as high as 13%.  

It was a pretty big deal to get local people to do the work. 
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Mr. Boose continued by stating that, also at the time this legislation was passed, there was nothing in the 

rules that told the Ohio Power Siting Board to include road maintenance and repair guidelines.   They 

decided that on their own.  Mr. Boose said he truly still believes there’s a difference between the RUMA 

outlined in a PILOT and what the Power Siting Board will require.  

 

However, Mr. Boose stated that things have changed so much in the industry that Apex has indicated that 

a PILOT is not that important to them anymore.  One of the more drastic changes is that big companies, big 

organizations, are now investing to buy the output of these wind farms.  Recently there was an article in the 

paper about GM buying power from a wind farm in Michigan.  

 

In addition, Ohio State University has purchased energy coming out of a wind farm in western Ohio.  This 

is because the State of Ohio passed a law that said, by year 2025, if you are generating energy, 25% of that 

energy has to come from a renewable source.  Since that time it has been changed to say that 25% should 

be the goal.  So, despite the fact that OSU has their own electric production facility, they can’t reach the 

goal of 25% unless they buy energy from somewhere else. 

 

Mr. Boose referenced the Super Bowl ad in which Anheuser Busch showed wind turbines in the background 

and indicated they are investing in wind energy.  Mr. Boose said that all the big companies are investing, 

and that changes the whole scenery for companies like Apex.  Now they have an immediate source of 

income.  That makes a difference as to whether they need a PILOT or not.  Now that they have a guaranteed 

source of income, they may not need the PILOT anymore.   

 

Mr. Boose made a guess that Apex has already invested $5,000,000 to $10,000,000 on this project.   He 

does not think they would stop the project after investing that much when the PILOT only makes a couple 

million dollars difference to them.  The variables have all changed.  He asked - if they have already spent 

10 million dollars, are they going to give it up for 1 or 2 million if they don’t get a PILOT?  Mr. Boose 

didn’t know.  What was important to him was that, if Apex moves forward with the wind turbines, they will 

still be in the same place they were before, everyone will have to see them, but now the schools have the 

possibility of losing hundreds of thousands of dollars per year.  He acknowledged that this is because of the 

way the funding for schools goes.  Mr. Boose said he spoke to a local school superintendent that verified 

Mr. Boose’s thoughts.  If the school is receiving tax money, the State will reduce the amount of money they 

give to the school accordingly.  If they are not receiving tax money, but rather payment in lieu of taxes, the 

state does not hold it against them.  Mr. Boose said this could change at any time, but once again was one 

of the variables, an unknown. 

 

Mr. Boose outlined the results from the meeting held last Tuesday with the local governments:   

 

ADAMS Board/MHAS – neutral;  Christie Lane Board of DD – neutral;  Senior Center Enrichment – 

neutral;  Bellevue Schools – neutral;  Seneca East – no;  Monroeville Schools – neutral; Willard Schools – 

neutral, except on the issue that if the project goes forward, then they are in favor of the PILOT.  Mr. Boose 

indicated he wished we could make that decision, but, as Mr. Strickler pointed out the Ohio Revised Code 

doesn’t allow it.  Mr. Boose thought Willard’s decision made a lot of sense to him.  While they are not out 

there in support, they know there are a lot of people against this in the area, but they know they have a lot 

to lose potentially if the project moves forward and they don’t have a PILOT.   

 

Mr. Boose continued: 

 

Vanguard – no response;   Pioneer – neutral and yes, same as Willard;   Norwich Township – no;   Lyme 

Township – yes;  Sherman Township – no;  Richfield Township – no response;  Richmond Township – no;  

Health District – no response; Huron River Fire District – no.  Mr. Boose reminded everyone that the Fire 

District had said at the meeting they weren’t sure yet but have come back and said no.  Bellevue Library – 

neutral;    Seneca East Library – neutral;  Huron County Library District – neutral.   

 

Mr. Boose continued by saying that they have been looking at this project for two years.  He knew about it 

when he was running for County Commissioner.  He attended a meeting right next to the Apex office in 

downtown Bellevue when he was campaigning.  He knew that it was happening then and they have been 

looking at it ever since then.  He thought it was interesting to hear, no matter who they were talking to – 

whether for, against, or in between – everyone tells them to do their homework.  But Mr. Boose believes 

they all want the Commissioners to do the homework about their side of it.  They don’t want them to 

necessarily hear what the other side has to say because they believe you can’t believe what the other side is 

saying.   He said they have heard that so many times - either way, you can’t believe what is being said.   
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Mr. Boose wanted to make it known that he had been to an anti-wind meeting, had been to a meeting put 

on by a local group for wind energy, had been to a hearing that Apex had, had attended the Erie County 

Commissioner’s meeting when they had their vote.  He said that Huron County has had five hearings and 

challenged anyone to find another County in the State of Ohio that had a PILOT come before them that has 

had five open meetings for the public.  The only meeting Mr. Boose was aware of in Erie County was the 

one he attended.  He indicated he also attended the meeting in Norwich Township about a year ago.  That 

meeting had a large attendance, the room was fully packed.  He believes Huron County has done their due 

diligence.   They have read all the emails, all the attachments, have seen all the movies and videos.  He 

wanted those in attendance to know that the Huron County Commissioners had looked at every possible 

side of this issue. 

 

Mr. Boose reiterated that the decision today and what this Resolution says is - should we move forward 

with the PILOT or should we not.  It has nothing to do with wind energy, or if they are in favor of wind 

energy or not.  Mr. Boose was concerned where things will go after the vote, and wanted to express those 

concerns before the vote – he thinks both sides need to hear it.   

 

He said they have made their decision whether to go with the PILOT or whether not to go with the PILOT.  

However, they are still going to be concerned and will be following the project.  He found it ironic that 

yesterday’s newspaper had the visiting viewpoint from Representative Stein telling them what they are 

supposed to do.  Mr. Boose feels they don’t really get to do very much at all - they get to vote on one issue 

that has a great number of variables.  He can’t even specify the number of variables involved.  Mr. Boose 

feels that the State could do a lot to clear up and eliminate many of the variables.  He indicated this is 

something only the State can do.  He said there are things both the Ohio Public Siting Board can do, there 

are things the State of Ohio can do, more so than can be done at the County level. 

 

Mr. Boose felt that the public had come out and put the pressure on the Commissioners, when really they 

just have a simple vote on one issue - whether to provide the PILOT.  

 

Mr. Boose encouraged the listeners to contact their State Representative Dick Stein and their State Senator, 

Nathan Manning.  He feels they should be encouraged to change the process so that, if the Power Siting 

Board approves the project, and if the wind company decides to go forward with the project, then they 

should have the ability to sit down and negotiate everything that is in the PILOT.   He believes this would 

take away the variable they now have with the schools.  This would also allow for the opportunity to sit 

down and work on a local RUMA.   Mr. Boose believes there are all kinds of things the State can do to 

tweak the process.   

 

Mr. Boose said another thing he learned in Columbus is that it is called the Ohio Revised Code, because 

it’s revised - it gets revised weekly down in Columbus.  This is partially because it is not always possible 

to think of all the consequences of something and it needs to be fixed.  This is also partially because, as in 

this case, everything has changed from the way it was 8 years ago when it was originally passed.  The 

decisions are now different. 

 

Mr. Boose indicated that another major issue that was brought forward to them – is it really a fair way of 

notifying people by putting it in the newspaper?  This was probably the number one concern that they heard.  

Mr. Hintz heard it with the Greenwich project, they heard it in this project.  They thought things were 

moving pretty smoothly and all of a sudden they started hearing from all these people saying they never 

knew there was a project going on.  Mr. Boose thought he and Mr. Wilde were more surprised by this than 

Mr. Hintz had been – he had already lived through it.  However, Mr. Hintz was still surprised because the 

Commissioners had held hearings and hadn’t heard much opposition. 

 

Mr. Hintz agreed that the Commissioners had tried to be more transparent this time around.  

 

Mr. Boose continued by saying that, 8 years ago just about everybody was receiving the local newspaper.  

Today, that is not the case.  Some of those newspapers aren’t even around anymore.  This is an area where 

Mr. Boose feels there needs to be a change – there needs to be a better way of notifying people.  He is not 

sure how to handle this situation.  It has been suggested that these things be put on Facebook, but he believes 

there’s probably 25% of the population that doesn’t look at Facebook.  He thinks it will reach some people, 

probably more than not.  Mr. Boose does not know what the answer is.  However, he said that what he does 

know, at election time, he feels like it is a waste of money every time he does a mailing.  Studies show that 

the average amount of time somebody looks at a mailer is less than 3 seconds.  Mostly they just look and  
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see what it is and throw it away.  He feels that, if someone receives something from the project or from 

Apex, he is not sure they would read it.   

 

Mr. Boose is not sure what the answer is to this dilemma, but feels there has to be some answer.  There has 

to be something better than what we have been doing.  He expressed that there have been two projects now 

and the number one issue for both seemed to be that nobody knew.  He said there was nothing they could 

do as Commissioners about that, but your State Representative and your Senator can.  Mr. Boose wanted 

to express that, just because you tell them what you want does not mean it will automatically happen, but 

if they don’t hear it then it will never get changed. 

 

Mr. Boose believes the citizens of Huron County should ask to have hearings with Mr. Stein and Mr. 

Manning similar to what they had with the Commissioners.  He feels they should be informed of what is 

wrong with the process, and what people would like to see change in the process.  Mr. Boose is convinced 

we are not done with wind energy in Huron County.  He believes there will be other phases and other areas, 

and it will affect all of Ohio.  So, of Huron County doesn’t speak to Mr. Stein and Mr. Manning, then 

nobody else in Columbus is going to hear what Huron County has to say.  Or they might hear it but think 

they are the only ones, so they won’t bring it up. 

 

Mr. Boose said that one of the bigger variables they are dealing with is that Apex asked for a PILOT project 

which would allow for equal payment over 30 years.  Then we heard from a lot of people saying the project 

is never going to make it 30 years.  Mr. Boose agrees we have no way of knowing how long the project will 

last.  He said that we could try to use history as a guideline, but things have changed so much in the last 8 

years this may not be as reliable as it could be.  He said that statistics show that technology has changed 

more in the last two years than all of the other years in the history of mankind added together.  A business 

can’t operate on things from the past.  They need to try to figure things out moving forward.  Mr. Boose 

thought that, if the wind project only lasted 10 years, then the anti-wind groups were probably correct and 

the County would lose money with a PILOT.   However, if it lasts 30 years, the County will bring in much 

more money.   

 

Mr. Boose feels the State needs to change the process - the sooner the better.  The Commissioners are 

making decisions worth hundreds of thousands to the school, millions of dollars to all governments.  Mr. 

Boose indicated he is a numbers guy – he can crank numbers all day long, but he can’t do that with this 

project.  He found this very frustrating.  He was not able to give either side a good answer on what is going 

to be – whether the PILOT or regular taxes were the better deal.   However, he wanted to stress that, with 

the current State law, if there isn’t a PILOT, the money is going to come in as a tax and there’s a very good 

chance that the schools will lose what they receive now from the State.  He compared it to the lottery money, 

and said that all lottery money does go to education.  However, other money was taken away.  Mr. Boose 

is concerned the same thing that will happen here.  Instead of that money benefitting the community, it is 

going to benefit the State.  The State will decide their money is no longer needed by the community that is 

receiving monies from wind turbine taxes.  So far, in the communities that have a payment in lieu of taxes, 

the State has not done that.   

 

Mr. Boose pointed out another concern - when you receive money from the State, it comes with all kinds 

of strings attached.  Mr. Boose asked - wouldn’t it be nice to have $200,000 to spend on safety in schools?  

He said there is a lot of money that schools receive, but they can’t spend it on resource officers, they can’t 

spend it on cameras, can’t spend it on what they really need. The PILOT money has no strings attached.  

Mr. Boose referenced Willard’s Leader in Me program.  The Commissioners would be attending the first 

graduation next week.  He said that the Leader in Me teaches kids to make good decisions, teaches them 

how to respect each other.  This is aimed at 4th and 5th grade students.  DARE has told them to say no to 

drugs, Leader in Me teaches them how to handle situations when drugs are presented to them.  Mr. Boose 

indicated that Willard has scraped by to get money for one class, one grade level for this year.  It is all 

privately funded.  Mr. Boose thought it would be great if they had a source of funds so that they could make 

it available for all grade levels.  Mr. Boose said they hear two things from businesses – young people can’t 

pass a drug test and they don’t have a good work ethic.  No one is teaching work ethic.   Mr. Boose said the 

schools can have some money that has no strings attached that they could use for that purpose.  

 

Mr. Boose believes it is up to everybody to make the community better.  He again stated that the decision 

they are making is not whether wind energy is a good idea or not a good idea.  They are saying whether 

they are going to vote for the PILOT or not.  Mr. Boose informed the listeners that there are a lot of things  

that can be done to make changes.  He understood they were all frustrated, and he too would be frustrated  
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with the process.  The current process worked 6 or 8 years ago, but Mr. Boose acknowledged that it doesn’t 

work anymore.   Mr. Boose suggested they spend their time going to the Power Siting Board. 

 

Mr. Boose wanted to express that he thinks the Power Siting Board gets a really bad rap.  He has heard a 

lot of people say they believe this should be a local decision.  He suggested they be careful what you ask 

for.  If it were a local decision, the County Commissioners would have to try to decide if the turbines were 

too close to an eagle’s nest, or too close to bats, whether you can build them on the type of ground water 

issues that Bellevue has.  Mr. Boose did not think it would be good to have them make those decisions.  He 

believes somebody should be making sound, scientific decisions, and that is what the OPSB is about.  That 

is what they are going to do – they are going to come out and do the studies themselves.  They are not going 

to rely on the studies that they received.  The Commissioners couldn’t do that.  They don’t have the money 

or the expertise.  He suggested the citizens give the Power Siting Board a little bit of slack.  He clarified 

that doesn’t mean they don’t voice their opinion to them.  He believes they should tell the OPSB how they 

feel.  He also said to make sure you inform them about the groundwater issues in Bellevue and where there 

is an eagle’s nest is if you know about it.   

 

Mr. Boose said all he is asking is that everybody be a part of the solution. 

 

Bruce Wilde  
Mr. Wilde agreed with what the other two Commissioners discussed.  He thought they had touched on all 

the issues.  Mr. Wilde indicated his appreciation for the numerous emails and other communications he 

received from the community.  He indicated that, as a Commissioner, it is his job to listen.  Mr. Wilde 

wanted to again clarify before the vote, that it is the Power Siting Board who makes the decision on the 

wind farm.  The Commissioners are discussing how it is getting funded.  He wanted that to be known for 

one last time.  Mr. Wilde then clarified that a “yes” vote is for the PILOT, a “no” vote is to reject the PILOT.    

Seeing no more discussion, Mr. Wilde called for the vote. 

 

The roll being called upon its adoption, the vote resulted as follows:  

 

No – Terry Boose 

       No – Joe Hintz  

       No – Bruce Wilde 

 

At 9:49 a.m. the board recessed.  

At 10:10 a.m. the board resumed regular session. Public comment – none 
 

19-088 

 

IN THE MATTER OF APPROVING A REQUEST FOR PAYMENT ON LETTER OF CREDIT 

AND STATUS OF FUNDS REPORT (FORM DS5) FOR HURON COUNTY COMMUNITY 

DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT (B-F-18-1BJ-1) SUBMITTED TO THE BOARD MARCH 21, 

2019 

 

Terry Boose moved the adoption of the following resolution: 

 

WHEREAS, a request for payment and status of funds report has been prepared and submitted to the 

Board of Huron County Commissioners as attached herein by WSOS CAC, Inc. & Huron County 

Development Council for the Board’s certification;     and 

 

WHEREAS, the Board has reviewed the request for payment and status of funds report; now therefore 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Huron County Commissioners hereby approves of the request for 

payment and status of funds report as attached herein and certifies that the data reported is correct and that 

the amount of the Request for Payment is not in excess of current needs;   and further 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the foregoing resolution was adopted and all actions and deliberations of the 

Board of Commissioners of the County of Huron, Ohio relating thereto were conducted in meetings open 

to the public, in compliance with all applicable legal requirements, including Section 121.22 of the Ohio 

Revised Code. 
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Bruce Wilde seconded the motion.  

 

*Discussion: Ms. Ziemba stated this is the first drawdown for the CDBG grant. It’s $10,000.00 for 

administration.  

 

The roll being called upon its adoption, the vote resulted as follows:  

 

Aye – Terry Boose 

       Aye – Joe Hintz  

       Aye – Bruce Wilde 

 

 

 
 

 

IN THE MATTER OF TRAVEL 

Joe Hintz moved to approve the following travel request this day. Terry Boose seconded the motion.  The 

roll being called upon its adoption, the vote resulted as follows:  

 

Aye – Terry Boose 

       Aye – Joe Hintz  

       Aye – Bruce Wilde 

 

Warren Brown, HR/LP/RE, and Joe Hintz, Commissioner to Columbus, Ohio for CEBCO Annual 

meeting on April 5, 2019. 

 

Terry Boose, Commissioner, to Columbus, Ohio for CCAO Tax and Finance Committee meeting on 

March 27, 2019. 

 

Administrator/Clerk report 

Ms. Ziemba recommends the board amending the January 29, 2019 board minutes of the Stieber-Metro 

Parks ditch petition public hearing from an adjournment to a continuation.  

 

Terry Boose moved to amend the January 29, 2019 Commissioner board minutes of the Stieber-Metro 

Parks Ditch first public hearing from adjournment to a continuation. Joe Hintz seconded the motion. 

The roll being called upon its adoption, the vote resulted as follows:  
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Aye – Terry Boose 

       Aye – Joe Hintz  

       Aye – Bruce Wilde 

 

 

Ms. Ziemba asked for a motion to approve signing and sending a letter to the landowners notifying them 

of the meeting date and sending the legal notice to the Norwalk Reflector.  

 

Terry Boose moved to approve the continuation letter and legal notice and sending to the landowners. 

Joe Hintz seconded the motion. The roll being called upon its adoption, the vote resulted as follows:  

 

Aye – Terry Boose 

       Aye – Joe Hintz  

       Aye – Bruce Wilde 
 

 

 

March 21, 2019 

 

 

Dear Landowner:  

 

This letter is to notify you that the Huron County Board of 

Commissioners has decided to continue the public hearing for the 

Stieber-Metro Parks Ditch petition to allow for additional information 

from landowners who were unable to attend the public hearing on 

January 29, 2019.  

 

This notice is given to you and each of you that:  

 

The Board hereby fixes Tuesday, April 9, 2019 at 10:00 a.m. as 

the continuation date and time for the public hearing for the 

proposed ditch project at the Huron County Administration 

Building, 180 Milan Avenue, Meeting Room D, Norwalk, Ohio 44857. 

  

If you have questions regarding the proposed ditch project please 

contact, Aaron Robinson, Huron County Soil and Water Conservation 

District, at 419-668-4113. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

THE BOARD OF HURON COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

 

Terry Boose, Joe Hintz, Bruce Wilde 

 

Enclosures: Legal Notice 

 
Commissioner Wilde report 

Mr. Wilde attended the Shooter Training early this morning.    

Mr. Boose will be attending the Bellevue Tax Incentive Review committee meeting at 1:00 p.m. 

LEPC meeting at 1:00 p.m. Mr. Hintz and Ms. Ziemba will attend. 

EMA meeting – Mr. Wilde and Ms. Ziemba will attend. 

Banquet tonight at 6:00 p.m. 

Men’s Recovery at 3:00 p.m. in the Health Department conference room. 

Senior Enrichment at 6:00 p.m. 

Mr. Wilde will attend CORSA meeting in Columbus tomorrow morning.   
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Commissioner Hintz report 

Mr. Hintz visited the new dispatch center yesterday after the 911 meeting.  He thought it was pretty 

impressive.   

 

At 10:17 a.m. Terry Boose moved to adjourn. Bruce Wilde seconded the motion. The meeting stood 

adjourned  

 

IN THE MATTER OF CERTIFICATION 
The Clerk to the Board does hereby attest that the foregoing is a true and correct record of all actions 

taken by the Board of Huron County Commissioners on March 21, 2019.               

 

IN THE MATTER OF ADJOURNING 
 

The meeting was called to order at 9:00 a.m.  With no further business to come before the Board, the 

meeting was adjourned at 10:17 a. m.    

 

                          

Terry Boose 

 

                           

Joe Hintz 

 

                            

Bruce Wilde 

 

ATTEST 
 

                                                                         

Clerk to the Board 
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The following bids for the Ferry Road Improvements Phase II were opened on February 8, 2019 @ 9:01 

a.m.: 
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The following bids for the Cleveland Road Resurfacing project were opened on February 8, 2019 @ 

10:01 a.m.: 
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The following bids for the West River Road Improvements Phase II were opened on February 22, 2019 @ 

9:01 a.m. 
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The following bids for New State and Peru Olena Resurfacing were opened on March 15, 2019 @ 9:00 

a.m.: 
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The following bids for the Butler Road Bridge replacement were opened March 15, 2019 @ 10:01 a.m.: 

 

 

 

 


