
REGULAR SESSION TUESDAY FEBRUARY 25, 2014 
The Board of Huron County Commissioners met this date in Regular Session.  Roll being called found the 
following members present: Gary W. Bauer, Tom Dunlap, Joe Hintz.    
 
Pursuant to Ohio Revised Code Section 305.14 the Record of the Proceedings of the February 20, 2014 
meeting(s) were presented to the Board.  Tom Dunlap made the motion to waive the reading of the minutes 
of the February 20, 2014 meeting(s) and approve as presented.  Gary W. Bauer seconded the motion. 
Voting was as follows: 
 
       Aye – Gary W. Bauer 
       Aye  - Tom Dunlap 
       Aye – Joe Hintz 
 
14-53 

 

IN THE MATTER OF CERTIFYING CLAIMS SCHEDULES TO THE HURON COUNTY 
AUDITOR FOR PAYMENT 
 
Gary W. Bauer moved the adoption of the following resolution: 
 

WHEREAS, as per Ohio Revised Code 305.10, a resolution must be made by the Board of Huron County 
Commissioners to accompany the Claims Schedule to the Huron County Auditor’s Office for payment;now therefore 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Huron County Commissioners does hereby approve Claim 
Schedule C 14-07 authorize the Huron County Auditor to make the necessary warrants; and further  

 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the foregoing resolution was adopted and all actions and deliberations of the 
Board of Commissioners of the County of Huron, Ohio relating thereto were conducted in meetings open 
to the public, in compliance with all applicable legal requirements, including Section 121.22 of the Ohio 
Revised Code. 
 
Tom Dunlap seconded the motion.  The roll being called upon its adoption, the vote resulted as follows: 
 
       Aye – Gary W. Bauer 
       Aye  - Tom Dunlap 
       Aye – Joe Hintz 
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At 9:20 a.m. Gary W. Bauer moved to enter into Executive Session ORC 121.22 (G) (1) ) to consider the 

appointment, employment, dismissal, discipline, promotion, demotion, or compensation of a public 
employee or official, or the investigation of charges or complaints against a public employee, official, 

licensee, or regulated individual; ORC 121.22 (G) (4) ) preparation for, conducting, or reviewing 
negotiations or bargaining sessions for public employees, concerning employee compensation or other 
terms and conditions of employment. Tom Dunlap seconded the motion.  The roll being called upon its 
adoption, the vote resulted as follows:   
 
       Aye – Gary W. Bauer 
       Aye  - Tom Dunlap 
       Aye – Joe Hintz 
 

At 9:22 a.m. the board recessed executive session. 
 
Jill Nolan, DJFS spoke to the board regarding the health insurance. Mr. Bauer explained that in the union 
contract all health insurance must be the same, if DJFS gives a contribution of $5,000.00 to the HSA, all 
union departments must do it as well. Ms. Nolan explained that maybe the county needs to review this 
again. Ms. Nolan questioned how the Engineer’s Office handles HSA? Mr. Bauer explained that they are a 
separate elected official. Ms. Nolan stated that she is not married to this decision, however she feels that is 
a good business sense. Ms. Nolan explained that DJFS currently pay $853,000.00 for insurance. She 
explained that most people will fall under the family tier. In the new proposal DJFS would pay 1.4 million, 
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if DJFS goes with the HSA they would pay $764,000.00. This is family and single options, with a 
difference of $239,000.00. Mr. Bauer was unclear on how DJFS came up with the figure of 1.4 million 
with it raising by 3.9%. Ms. Nolan explained that Ms. Minor took all employees with single and family 
coverage times the rate for each coverage. Mr. Bauer stated for the record he would like this figure proved. 
 
Mr. Dunlap stated that there are three obstacles in the way; 1st being the legal contracts with the unions, 2nd 
it would have to be done for everyone else, 3rd it would destroy the trust saving account. It may look like a 
good business proposal for DJFS; however it would not benefit the county.  
 
Mr. Bauer stated he did not understand how this would save the county more to do the contributions for the 
HSA. Ms. Nolan stated no, it would cost DJFS an extra $25,000.00. Ms. Nolan stated that she thought that 
the tier plan would be a nice offer to the employees.  
 
14-54 

 
IN THE MATTER OF APPROVING REQUESTS FOR EXPENDITURE OF OVER $1,000.00 
SUBMITTED TO THE BOARD FEBRUARY 25, 2014 

 
Tom Dunlap moved the adoption of the following resolution: 

WHEREAS, requests for expenditures of over $1,000.00 have been submitted for approval by the Board 
of Huron County Commissioners as follows: 

 

Huron County Department of Job and Family Services  
Maximus Consulting Services  Maintenance on PET accounting system    $1,075.00 
O Supplies                                   Basic office supplies – 6 months                  $1,046.35     
                                                                                                                                      now therefore 
 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Huron County Commissioners hereby approves of the requests for 
expenditure of over $1,000.00 as listed above;                                                                            and further 
 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the foregoing resolution was adopted and all actions and deliberations of the 
Board of Commissioners of the County of Huron, Ohio relating thereto were conducted in meetings open 
to the public, in compliance with all applicable legal requirements, including Section 121.22 of the Ohio 
Revised Code. 

      
Gary W. Bauer seconded the motion.  The roll being called upon its adoption, the vote resulted as follows: 
 
       Aye – Gary W. Bauer 
       Aye  - Tom Dunlap 
       Aye – Joe Hintz 
 
14-55 
 

IN THE MATTER OF APPROVAL OF THE HURON COUNTY COMMUNITY 
DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT PROGRAM CITIZENS’ PARTICIPATION PLAN 
 
Gary W. Bauer moved the adoption of the following resolution:   
 

WHEREAS, The Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Program is intended to improve 
communities by providing decent housing, a suitable living environment, and growing economic 
opportunities principally for persons with low and moderate income, minorities, the disabled, as well as 
people with limited English proficiency (LEP);  and 
  

WHEREAS, this Citizens’ Participation Plan provides for and encourages citizen participation, 
emphasizing involvement by those local citizens who qualify according to the CDBG guidelines  

as well as those citizens outside the scope of CDBG services,                                             now therefore  

 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Huron County Board of Commissioners hereby adopts the Huron County 
Community Development Block Grant Program Citizens’ Participation Plan as attached hereto and 
incorporated herein;                                                                                                             and further 
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BE IT RESOLVED, that the foregoing resolution was adopted and all actions and deliberations of the 
Board of Commissioners of the County of Huron, Ohio, relating thereto were conducted in meetings open 
to the public, in compliance with all applicable legal requirements, including Section 121.22 of the Ohio 
Revised Code.                                              
 
Tom Dunlap seconded the motion.  The roll being called upon its adoption, the vote resulted as follows: 
 
       Aye – Gary W. Bauer 
       Aye  - Tom Dunlap 
       Aye – Joe Hintz 
 

• Plan on file. 
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IN THE MATTER OF AUTHORIZING APPROPRIATION ADJUSTMENTS WITHIN THE 
GENERAL FUND #006 
 
Tom Dunlap moved the adoption of the following resolution: 
 

WHEREAS, there is a need for appropriation adjustments; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Board of Huron County Commissioners finds the request to be reasonable;  
 now therefore 
 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Huron County Commissioners hereby approves the following 
appropriation adjustments: 

 
FROM:     Dept.    Account   Fund     Amount TO:         Dept. Account    Fund     Amount 

      006         00180        001        $560.00                    006        00450         001         $560.00 

                   Supplies Library                                                    Unemployment Comp        and further  
        

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Huron County Auditor is authorized and instructed to record said 
appropriation adjustment as approved;                                                                       and further 
 

BE IT RESOLVED that the Clerk of the Board is instructed to certify a copy of this resolution to the 
Huron County Auditor and the department requesting said adjustment; and further 

 
BE IT RESOLVED, that the foregoing resolution was adopted and all actions and deliberations of the 
Board of Commissioners of the County of Huron, Ohio relating thereto were conducted in meetings open 
to the public, in compliance with all applicable legal requirements, including Section 121.22 of the Ohio 
Revised Code. 
               
Gary W. Bauer seconded the motion.  The roll being called upon its adoption, the vote resulted as follows:  
 
       Aye – Gary W. Bauer 
       Aye  - Tom Dunlap 
       Aye – Joe Hintz 

At 9:30 a.m. No public comment 
 

At 9:55 a.m. the board recessed. 
 

At 10:10 a.m. regular session resumed. 
 

At 10:10 a.m. Cary Brickner, Soil and Water Conservation District came before the board to present his 
report.  Mr. Brickner announced his retirement as April 30, 2014.  Mr. Brickner also discussed Soil and 
Water Conservations across the state, that there are more district employees. Mr. Brickner also presented 
the 2013 Annual Report.  
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Mr. Brickner also reviewed the S&W budget. 
Aaron Robinson reviewed the 2013 Ditch Maintenance Final Report as submitted.  Report on file. 
 
John Rufo explained projects that he has been working on with drainage. 
 
Mr. Tkach stated they will be doing a fly over hopefully week of April 14, 2014. This will help with the 
reappraisals that will include Holiday Lakes.  
 

At 10:49 a.m. the board recessed. 
 

At 10:53 a.m. regular session resumed. 
 
Monica Jensen, Wind Farm coordinator came before the board in regards to the Greenwich Wind Park.  
 
Filed full application has been deemed acceptable; the Commissioners will get a copy of the application. 
The key thing now is to finish the OPSB this can take up to 6 months to a year.  Next step they have to sell 
the power and have a long term contract. Mr. Bauer’s questioned how close they are to the AEP station. 
Ms. Jensen stated there is an AEP station on site. Earliest time frame to go to construction will be early 
2015. Mr. Bauer asked what is the percentage that this project is a go. Ms. Jensen stated it’s now at 80-20. 
Mr. Dunlap questioned have they heard anything positive regarding this project. Ms. Jensen stated no, no-
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one has been vocal regarding the project. Mr. Tkach questioned if this project was only in Huron County. 
Ms. Jensen stated that it’s in Huron County, Greenwich Township. Ms. Jensen stated that there will only 
be a max of 21 turbines.  
 

At 11:26 a.m. the board recessed 
 

At 11:40 a.m. regular session resumed and executive session resumed. 
 

At 11:48 a.m. Tom Dunlap moved to end executive session ORC 121.22(G) (1) and ORC 121.22 (G) (4). 
Gary W. Bauer seconded the motion. The roll being called upon its adoption, the vote resulted as follows: 
 
       Aye – Gary W. Bauer 
       Aye  - Tom Dunlap 
       Aye – Joe Hintz 

 
At 11:49 a.m. Pete Welch discussed the waterline situation up town. Mr. Welch explained that the 
Treasurer’s Office has not had water since February 19, 2014. The lines are frozen from Main Street to the 
building. Mr. Welch stated he contacted Richard Moore, City of Norwalk Street Department Supervisor. 
Mr. Welch stated that the City helped them located an area that they could back feed water into the facility, 
however there is a valve on the north east side of the antique mall. This is a very long way to run piping to 
back feed. Unfortunately, the building will not have water for a while. This affects the Treasurer’s Office 
and Public Defender’s Office.  
 

OTHER BUSINESS 
Mr. Bauer stated he spoke to Dan Fredrick regarding the handicap ramp, heat in the concrete. At this time 
the numbers are not in. This project needs to be completed by April 3, 2014 or not started until after the 
primary election. If heat is added to the concrete that it could take anywhere up to three weeks. Per Ms. 
Nolan the money has to be used by June 30, 2014. A decision needs made by next week regarding if we 
push this project back and close the current ramp after the election. 
 
Mr. Bauer stated that Lynn Chapin and Dan Fredrick have completed their discussion on the new building 
on the south side of town. Mr. Fredrick is ready to move forward.  
 
Sue Bommer, HR reported on the wellness screening, two different days at the sheriff’s office, one at the 
Huron County Administration building, one at the Huron County Office building and talking with the 
engineer in regards to holding one at the Huron County Highway Department. 
Most will be held in the morning due to the fact that the best results come after a 10 hour fast.   
 
Discussion in regards to elected officials meeting Gary Bauer discussed a power point presentation that he 
saw at a CCAO meeting. Mr. Bauer would like to have Jean King discuss what is happening in Huron 
County in this regard what is being offered regarding drugs and alcohol programs in Huron County. 
 
Mr. Bauer also suggested that one of the commissioners present the health insurance decisions at the 
elected officials and department heads meeting. Discussion was had in regards to meetings for the 
insurance plan. Mr. Bauer questioned if the health insurance decisions will be ready to roll out on March 6, 
2014. Ms. Bommer stated that she is ready to go.  
 
Mr. Bauer also discussed CEBCO and discussions that he had at the CCAO meeting.  Mr. Bauer also 
discussed the tax holiday in August. The first three days of August, when kids are getting ready to go back 
to school, a parent can go to Wal-Mart and purchase $20 in school supplies, $100 in clothes and $750 
computer, for which they would not have to pay taxes on. This would cost the 88 counties a million 
dollars. Who is going to control it? Mr. Bauer turned down testifying against this because he would be 
unable to prepare for this in time to testify.  
 

IN THE MATTER OF REQUEST FOR LEAVE 
Valerie Stebel/Commissioners/Sick/2:30 p.m. – 4:30 p.m. February 24, 2014. 

Stephen Minor/Building & Grounds/Sick/6:00 a.m. February 18, 2014 – 2:00 p.m. February 21, 2014. 

Ronald Ackerman/Building & Grounds/Sick/8:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. February 25, 2014. 

Maria Lyons/Building & Grounds/Sick/8:00 a.m. – 1:30 p.m. February 19, 2014. 
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IN THE MATTER OF RENEWING THE HURON COUNTY HEALTH PLAN AND 
APPROVING FUNDING RATES AND EMPLOYEE CONTRIBUTIONS FOR THE 2014-2015 
PLAN YEAR COMMENCING MAY 1, 2014 AND ENDING APRIL 30, 2015 
 
Tom Dunlap moved the adoption of the following resolution: 

 
WHEREAS, Willis of Ohio HRH presented recommendations to the Board of Huron County 
Commissioners on February 4, 2014, concerning the 2014-2015 renewal of the Huron County Health Care 
Plan administered by Medical Mutual of Ohio;  and 

 
WHEREAS, Willis of Ohio HRH recommended an aggregate gross funding increase of 3.8% for Huron 
County’s three plans and calculated funding rate increases for employees at 3.8%, 2.9%, and 0%, along 
with a 40% increase in premium costs for gross premium costs and employee and employer contributions 
for the HSA option; and 
 

WHEREAS, keeping the individual stop loss amount of $135,000 was recommended, and 

WHEREAS, employees who waive coverage under any of Huron County’s three health plans, after 
providing proof of other insurance coverage, will be entitled to an annual stipend of $1,300 to be paid 
monthly on a pro-rata basis; and 
 

WHEREAS, the stipend cited above shall not be paid to any employee whose spouse is covered under any 
of Huron County’s health plans; now therefore 
 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Huron County Commissioners approves the following: 
   

1) Increase the gross funding rates by an aggregate 3.8% with the Employer assuming 89.3% of the 
gross funding rates. 

2) Increase the Employee contribution rates by an aggregate of 3.8% with employees assuming 
10.7% of the gross funding rates 

3) Keep the plan designs the same as in Plan Year 2012-2013. 
4) Keep the individual stop loss at $135,000. 
5) Continue the annual incentive stipend of $1,300, paid on a pro-rated monthly basis, to employees 

who choose not to participate in any of the County’s health plans, who are not covered under the 
plan of a spouse or other family member who is covered by one of the County’s health plans, and 
who present certification of coverage under another health insurance provider as required by ORC 
305.171 G and H. 

6) Increase the gross premium amounts for the HSA’s by 40% shared equally by employees and 
employer; now therefore 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Huron County Commissioners approves all of the items numbered 

above;                                                                                and further 
 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the foregoing resolution was adopted and all actions and deliberations of the 
Board of Commissioners of the County of Huron, Ohio relating thereto were conducted in meetings open 
to the public in compliance with all applicable legal requirements, including Section 121.22 of the Ohio 
Revised Code. 
 
Gary W. Bauer seconded the motion.  The roll being called upon its adoption, the vote resulted as follows: 
 
       Aye – Gary W. Bauer 
       Aye  - Tom Dunlap 
       Aye – Joe Hintz 
 
Cheryl Nolan, Administrator/Clerk presented a letter received from the Engineer’s office in regards to a 
request received from the village of New London requesting $30,000.00 of Permissive Tax funds for the 
paving of Euclid Road, New London, Ohio.   
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Cheryl Nolan 
Board of Commissioners 
180 Milan Ave. 
Norwalk, OH 
 
Cheryl, 
 
 
The Engineer’s Office was contacted prior to the commencement of the Village’s 2013 
resurfacing efforts including the Village’s efforts involving Euclid Street 
 
We discussed this permissive tax street eligibility with the Village’s Administrator on a number of 
occasions and its corresponding approval for the use of Permissive Tax Monies. 
 
Even though ORC 4504.04 provides the Engineer’s Office with less flexibility otherwise provided 
to the Board of Commissioners, this office is pleased to approve of New London’s request for 
the use of a portion of the County’s permissive tax funds. 
 
As in the past, when dealing with the New London’s request for reimbursement, the Board may 
allocate such funds as have been requested by the Village.  
 
Respectfully,  
 
Carl D. Essex 
Admn. for: 
Joseph B. Kovach, P.E.P.S. 

Huron County Engineer 

02-25-2014 
 

Gary W. Bauer moved to approve the request received for the County Permissive Tax in the amount of 
$30,000.00. Tom Dunlap seconded the hearing.  The roll being called upon its adoption, the vote 
resulted as follows: 
 
       Aye – Gary W. Bauer 
       Aye  - Tom Dunlap 
       Aye – Joe Hintz 
 

 
DOG WARDEN REPORT 
 
Weekending  Placed  Claimed Destroyed  Other  Total 
November 9, 2013     6       3        0      0      9 
November 16, 2013     2       2        1      0      5 
November 23, 2013     6       2        0      0      8 
November 30, 2013     3       4        0      0      7 
December 7, 2013     4       2        0      0      6 
December 14, 2013     3       5        2      0    10 
December 21, 2013     6       3        1      0    10 
December 28, 2013     2       2        1      0      5 
January 4, 2014     3       0        0      0      3 
January 11, 2014     2       0        1      0      3 
January 18, 2014     2       4        0      0      6 
January 25, 2014     0       0        1      0      1 

 
At 12:47 p.m. Gary W. Bauer moved to adjourn.  Tom Dunlap seconded the motion.  The meeting stood 
adjourned. 
       

IN THE MATTER OF OPEN SESSION 
 
The board Huron County Commissioners hereby attest that all actions and deliberations of the Board 
legally required to be public were conducted in an open session on this date and that the foregoing minutes 
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represent the official action of the Board. 
 

IN THE MATTER OF CERTIFICATION 
The Clerk to the Board does hereby attest that the foregoing is a true and correct record of all actions taken 
by the Board of Huron County Commissioners on February 25, 2014.                
 

IN THE MATTER OF ADJOURNING 
 
The meeting was called to order at 9:00 a.m.  With no further business to come before the Board, the 
meeting was adjourned at 12:47 p. m.    
 
 

Signature on File 
 


