
REGULAR SESSION TUESDAY APRIL 12, 2011 

The Board of Huron County Commissioners met this date in Regular Session.  Roll being called found the 
following members present: Gary W. Bauer, Joe Hintz, Larry J. Silcox.  
 
Pursuant to Ohio Revised Code Section 305.14 the Record of the Proceedings of the April 7, 2011 
meeting(s) were presented to the Board.  Larry J. Silcox made the motion to waive the reading of the 
minutes of the April 7, 2011 meeting(s) and approve as presented.   Joe Hintz seconded the motion. Voting 
was as follows: 
 
       Aye – Gary W. Bauer 
       Aye – Joe Hintz 
       Aye –Larry J. Silcox 
 
11-105 
  

IN THE MATTER OF CERTIFYING CLAIMS SCHEDULES TO THE HURON COUNTY 

AUDITOR FOR PAYMENT: 

 

Joe Hintz moved the adoption of the following resolution: 
 

WHEREAS, as per Ohio Revised Code 305.10, a resolution must be made by the Board of Huron County 
Commissioners to accompany the Claims Schedule to the Huron County Auditor’s Office for payment;  
 now therefore 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Huron County Commissioners does hereby approve Claim 
Schedule C 11-15 authorize the Huron County Auditor to make the necessary warrants; and further  

 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the foregoing resolution was adopted and all actions and deliberations of the 
Board of Commissioners of the County of Huron, Ohio relating thereto were conducted in meetings open 
to the public, in compliance with all applicable legal requirements, including Section 121.22 of the Ohio 
Revised Code. 
 
Larry J. Silcox seconded the motion.  The roll being called upon its adoption, the vote resulted as follows: 
 
       Aye – Gary W. Bauer 
       Aye – Joe Hintz 
       Aye –Larry J. Silcox 
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At 9:00 a.m. John Kovach, Willis, Dr. Dee Zeffiro-Krenisky, Allyn Schnellinger, Christie Lane came 
before the board in regards to the health insurance issues with the HSA plan.  Dr. Dee Zeffiro-Krenisky 
explained that they had received a copy of the memo that went to the general fund employees and caused 
them to look at the amounts, and caused them to do an analysis of what they have done at Christie Lane 
related to health care. Dr. Dee Zeffiro-Krenisky stated that they are a little concerned because this memo 
reads like it is a 2% increase across the board but when you do the analysis of numbers it is not.  At 
Christie Lane a lot of the staff switched from the traditional health care to the HSA.  The DD board wanted 
to offer this as they saw it as a potential way to save some dollars and it has saved the board some money 
over the course of the three years.  When they look at those numbers it looks a little different than the 
statement of the 2% increase.  This is a $6,000 cost increase to the DD board.  John Kovach stated that in 
2009 substantial plan changes were made. The highest plan was eliminated and the remaining to two non 
HSA plans had substantial changes which were needed.  The HSA plan did not have any plan changes but 
it was their error in taking the funding rates from the initially started on the plan and applied the decreases 
to all the plans and they should not have been applied to the HSA plans.  This is the background as to what 
caused this problem.  Mr. Kovach presented the Huron County Health plan comparison of fund rates and 
explained.  When they did the funding rates because the other two plans had absorbed more than what they 
should have so those two plans decreased by 4/10s of one percent and we increase the HSA plan over the 
2% an aggregate amount of another 3.5%.  Mr. Bauer stated so essentially you are saying that HSA was 
not adjusted at the same time that the other plans were.  Ms. Bommer stated that they didn’t have any plan 
changes but they were included.  Mr. Bauer stated so now where are we at?  Mr. Bauer stated that it sounds 
like you have been getting a bonus over the last three years.  Mr. Silcox asked if it would be possible to 
adjust this gradually say within the next two years.  Mr. Kovach stated that is what we have done.  Mr. 
Silcox stated that it appears with Obama care in there maybe we need to spread that adjustment out a little 
longer to stay under the 5%.  It was decided to spread this out over more years.  Dr Dee Zeffiro-Krenisky 
also suggested reinstating the insurance committee.  The board agreed to take this under advisement.   

 
 
 Huron County Health plan comparison of funding rates 
 

At 9:30 a.m.  No Public Comment. 
 
11-106 
 

IN THE MATTER OF APPROVING OF THE STATUS REPORT FOR CDBG GRANT B-F-09-

1BJ-1 

 

Larry J. Silcox moved the adoption of the following resolution: 
 

WHEREAS, a Status Report for B-F-09-1BJ-1 has been prepared by WSOS Community Action, Inc., and 
submitted to the Board of Huron County Commissioners for their approval; and 

WHEREAS, the Board of Huron County Commissioners has reviewed the Status Report for B-F-09-1BJ-
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1 and has found that to the best of their knowledge the data in the report as attached herein has been 
verified to be true and correct as of the date of this report;  now therefore 
 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Huron County Commissioners hereby approves of the Status 
Report for B-F-09-1BJ-1;  and further 
 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Status Report for B-F-09-1BJ-1 be made a part of this resolution hereof the 
same as if fully written herein; and further 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the foregoing resolution was adopted and all actions and deliberations of the 
Board of Commissioners of the County of Huron, Ohio relating thereto were conducted in meetings open 
to the public, in compliance with all applicable legal requirements, including Section 121.22 of the Ohio 
Revised Code. 
                                               
Joe Hintz seconded the motion.  The roll being called upon its adoption, the vote resulted as follows: 
 
       Aye – Gary W. Bauer 
       Aye – Joe Hintz 
       Aye –Larry J. Silcox 
 

• Status report on file. 
 
11-107 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF HURON COUNTY TO SIGN THE 

OHIO DEPARTMENT OF JOB AND FAMILY SERVICES SUBGRANT AGREEMENT 

 
Joe Hintz moved the adoption of the following resolution:   
 

WHEREAS, this subgrant agreement is made pursuant to the grant award(s) identified in the Addenda to 
this Subgrant agreement; and 
  

WHEREAS, these grant awards were awarded to the State of Ohio by the United States Department of 
Health and Human Services (HHS) and the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) and are not 
for research and development purposes; and 
 

WHEREAS, the board of Huron County Commissioners desires to sign the ODJFS subgrant agreement;   
 now therefore 
 

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Board of Commissioners of Huron County that the Board will sign the 
ODJFS subgrant agreement as attached hereto and incorporated herein;                                   and further 
 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the foregoing resolution was adopted and all actions and deliberations of the 
Board of Commissioners of the County of Huron, Ohio, relating thereto were conducted in meetings open 
to the public, in compliance with all applicable legal requirements, including Section 121.22 of the Ohio 
Revised Code. 
                                              
Larry J. Silcox seconded the motion.  The roll being called upon its adoption, the vote resulted as follows: 
 
       Aye – Gary W. Bauer 
       Aye – Joe Hintz 
       Aye –Larry J. Silcox 
 
11-108 
 

IN THE MATTER OF AMENDING THE STRUCTURE OF THE HURON COUNTY 

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY 

 
Larry J. Silcox moved the adoption of the following resolution: 
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WHEREAS, the Huron County Emergency Management Agency is currently structured under ORC 
Section 5502.271;                             and 
 

WHEREAS, Substitute House Bill 131 has mandated that political subdivisions must select Emergency 
Management service by either appointing their own Emergency Management Coordinator or by 
contracting with the existing County organization, i.e., the Huron County Emergency Management 
Agency;                                                       and 
 

WHEREAS, the Huron County Emergency Management Agency has invited all political subdivisions in 
Huron County to contract with Huron County for Emergency Management services within the next thirty 
days, at a cost of $.25 per person per jurisdiction on an annual basis;             and 
 

WHEREAS, all contracts with political subdivisions will be renewable on an annual basis with the Huron 
County Emergency Management Agency;                              and 
 

WHEREAS, any funds received from said contracts will be used for the purchase of hazardous materials 
containment supplies and equipment which will be maintained by the Huron County Emergency 
Management Agency in a special fund created for this purpose and will be to the benefit of all political 
subdivisions that have contracted with said agency;                                                       and 
 

WHEREAS, any political subdivision that selects to appoint their own Emergency Management 
Coordinator will be subject to the ramifications of Substitute House Bill 131, which includes the appointed 
Emergency Management Coordinator to prepare an Emergency Operations Plan for the subdivision that is 
comparable to the Huron County Emergency Operations Plan, to be responsible for the annual exercise of 
the subdivision’s Emergency Operations Plan, and to be regulated under the same training requirements as 
a County Emergency Management Coordinator;                                                                       now therefore 
 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the structure of the Huron County Emergency Management Agency is amended 
to accept contracts for Emergency Management service from political sub-divisions in Huron County; 
                             and further 
 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the foregoing resolution was adopted and all actions and deliberations of the 
Board of Commissioners of the County of Huron, Ohio relating thereto were conducted in meetings open 
to the public, in compliance with all applicable legal requirements, including Section 121.22 of the Ohio 
Revised Code. 
 
Joe Hintz seconded the motion.  The roll being called upon its adoption, the vote resulted as follows: 
 
       Aye – Gary W. Bauer 
       Aye – Joe Hintz 
       Aye –Larry J. Silcox 

IN THE MATTER OF PROCLAMATION 

WHEREAS, children are Huron County’s most precious and valuable resource;    and 

 

WHEREAS, each child has the right as a human being, to live and grow in a safe and  

supportive environment; and 

 

WHEREAS, children who are loved and nurtured grow up to love and nurture others, giving  

back to their own family, their community and their state, the care that was bestowed upon  

them; and 

 

WHEREAS, child abuse/neglect is a complex and on-going problem in Huron County, which 

 led to 543 investigations/assessments in 2010 an increase of about 13% over the previous  

 year with 30 children spending time in foster care;  and 

 

WHEREAS, child abuse/neglect is a community problem, and finding solutions will depend  

on involvement of people throughout Huron County; and 
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WHEREAS, child abuse/neglect prevention programs will succeed because of partnerships  

among private sector agencies and the people of Huron County; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF HURON COUNTY 

COMMISSIONERS, that residents are encouraged to recognize and support the needs  

of abused and neglected children and take action to prevent child abuse and neglect. 

 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF: 

We have hereunto subscribed our names this 15th day of April in the Year of Our Lord Two 

Thousand and Eleven. 

 

BOARD OF HURON COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

Gary W. Bauer, Joe Hintz, Larry J. Silcox       
 

IN THE MATTER OF TRAVEL  

Larry J. Silcox moved to approve the following travel requests this day. Joe Hintz seconded the motion.    
The roll being called upon its adoption the vote resulted as follows. 
 
       Aye – Gary W. Bauer 
       Aye – Joe Hintz 
       Aye –Larry J. Silcox 
 
Gary Ousley, Dog Warden, on April 13, 2011, to Hancock County, for Dog Warden meeting. 
Kathleen Schaffer, Treasurer, on May 10-12, 2011, to Kalahari, Sandusky, Ohio, for CTAO Spring 
Conference. 
 

IN THE MATTER OF REQUEST FOR LEAVE   

Vickie Ziemba/Commissioners/sick/8:00 a.m. – 9:30 a.m. April 12, 2011/personal time/3:00 p.m.  April 
15, 2011– 4:30 p.m. April 19, 2011.  

Larry Burdue/Buildings & Grounds/sick/5:30 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. April 6, 2011.  

Darwin Pesnell/Buildings 7 Grounds/sick/8:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. April 6, 2011/sick/8:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 
April 7, 2011. 

Peter Welch/SEMD/sick/March 1, 2011 – March 12, 2011 30 hours/sick/March 14, 2011- March 26, 
2011 32 hours/sick/March 28, 2011 – April 9, 2011 27.5 hours. 

Sue Bommer/HR/sick/April 6, 2011 2.5 hours. 

 

At 9:50 a.m. the board recessed 
 

At 9:51 a.m. regular session resumed 
 

OTHER BUSINESS 

Joe Hintz stated that he had spoken with Teresa Alt in regards to sharing resources and setting up a 
committee.  Mr. Bauer stated that he would like to hold up on this for about a month.   
 
Larry Silcox discussed the request from Kathleen Schaffer and also stated that he would be attending the 
Norwalk city council meeting again tonight.  Mr. Silcox also discussed the info from the CCAO sub-
committee of the Justice and Public Safety Committee and referred to a letter received from John Leutz, 
Committee Staff Liaison.  Mr. Leutz listed the topic of discussion as being transferring responsibility for 
indigent defense from the counties to the state; DRC’s ending of APA assistance writing pre-sentence 
investigations for common pleas court; justice reinvestment funding contained in the DRC Community 
Corrections Act line items.  Mr. Leutz also stated that the committee briefly updated the members on the 
other items on the agenda such as Proposal clarifying the ability of a county to privatize the county jail, 
HB88/SB120 – CCAO request that the county be reimbursed for the expenses of the county prosecutor 
when serving as legal counsel to public-supported libraries, HB 49- Indigent defense court costs allocated 
to municipal courts, HB 161 – Sheriff’s requirements for office, HB 128 ambulance staffing requirements. 
Mr. Silcox stated that he had missed this committee meeting as it conflicted with a board meeting.  Mr. 
Silcox also discussed the airport appointment.   Mr. Silcox also stated that after looking at the information 
on the FAA website and would like to ask the airport board tape.  Make a formal request of those records. 
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Copies of leases for rental hangers, copy of payments that have been made in conjunction, update of cost 
of fuel and landing fees that have been instated by the board.  So that the board can review those.   
 
 

At 10:00 a.m.  Alioune Gueye, Gueye & Associates, CPA representing the company performing the 2010 
county auditor came before the board.  Mr. Gueye asked the board a few questions which they answered.    

 

1) Were the commissioners aware of any related parties transactions? answer No 
2) Were the commissioners aware of any illegal acts, errors, or irregularities? Answer No 
3) Were the commissioners aware of any subsequent events transactions? Answer No 
4) Were the commissioners aware of any fraud or fraud risk factors? Answer NO 
5) Finally, were there any areas that they wanted to us to look into while we are doing our audits? 
Answer No. Did they have any questions for the auditors. Answer No. 
 
At 10:10 a.m. Sharon Ward asked if she could make a comment.  Ms. Ward stated that since you said in 
the newspaper that you were giving the airport board $5,000 or $6,000 and stated that she forgot what the 
figure was and then you tabled that are you going to give them the money or are you going to state in the 
paper that you are going to change your mind?  Mr. Bauer stated that we did not table it we just didn’t act 
on it and it hasn’t come back up.  Mr. Bauer stated that in the final budget we had $5,000 in there for the 
airport board.  What we were doing that day was approving vouchers for appropriations to departments.  
This has not changed the final budget we just haven’t vouchered the funds yet and thinks that it will get 
another look and will deal with that probably in the near future.  Mr. Silcox stated that he agreed.  Mr. 
Bauer stated that it is not off the table it was just that we didn’t deal with it that day. 
 
Dates of up coming events were discussed. 
 
Mr. Silcox stated that in looking at the FAA website they have information on there that they suggest that 
fees for rental space, leases, gas are of a level to maintain self sufficiency of the airport.  In that light as co-
sponsors of that airport he would like to request that we request from the Airport Authority copies of the 
leases of rental space for the hangars, a copy of the payments that have been made in conjunction with 
those leases, a up date on the cost of the fuel of both jet and regular airplane fuel and any other landing 
fees that may have been instituted by the airport board.  Mr. Silcox stated that Lorain County has a $25.00 
touch down fee for landing so that we can review. 
 

At 10:13 a.m. The board recessed  
 

At 10:30 a.m. Elected Officials’ meeting was opened.  Mr. Bauer asked Sue Bommer, HR to introduce 
Kim Bache, our insurance agent who represents the county with CORSA.  The item on the agenda was the 
budget in regards to state budget cuts.  Roland Tkach, Auditor stated that what has been presented so far is 
pretty much what is going to happen.  Mr. Silcox asked Mr. Tkach to explain what his feeling in as the 
result of our budget as we move forward in the next couple of years.  Mr. Silcox stated that Mr. Tkach had 
come into a commissioners’ meeting and stated that there was significant cuts in the local government 
funds and a couple of other areas.  Mr. Tkach stated that if he was to give the board the revenue estimate 
today he would say that we would be at $11,700,000 in revenue and probably at $800,000 in carryover so 
you are looking at a budget of about $12.5 million which would get us back to the spending level that we 
had in 2009 and 2010.  Mr. Silcox stated so realizing that right now things look good this year but with the 
cuts that are coming down we could be right back in the same situation that we were in 2009.  We don’t 
know what the state is going to do so we are going to have to be very careful this year as we move forward. 
We want you to be aware that things don’t look good based on what the state is going to do.  Sue Bommer 
spoke in regards to health insurance and loss prevention liability issues.  Mr. Bauer spoke to rumors in 
regards to building.  Mr. Bauer stated that no elected official’s office is going to be moved.  We are 
working on the buildings up town as we are probably going to move the Adult Probation to the fifth floor.  
Once they move we are probably going to move the Public Defender where Adult Probation was which is 
going to happen somewhere in 2011.  At the Administration Building WIC needed more room and will be 
moving to DJFS and the Health Department needs more room so this will free up space for the Health 
Department in this building.  Mr. Bauer stated that the Health Department has spent a great deal of federal 
dollars up grading the basement.  Mr. Bauer also spoke to the Gerken Center.  Mr. Bauer stated that Teresa 
Alt has offered to along with the commissioners head up a committee that would look at the best functional 
use of the Gerken Center and DJFS building.  Discussion was also had in regards to the elected officials’ 



REGULAR SESSION TUESDAY APRIL 12, 2011 

buyer’s group for the fair along with the elected officials’ fair booth.  Mr. Silcox stated that they had not 
said anything in regards to the courthouse vestibule project and obviously there has been a lot of discussion 
in this regard.  We have not had a communication recently with the architect.  Mr. Bauer stated that he had 
talked with the architect yesterday and that he is waiting for the board to make a decision on what we want. 
Mr. Silcox stated that we have open topic are there any questions or concerns other than what has been 
discussed this morning.  Mary Jackson, Public Defenders’ office asked why they are going to move them 
to the Adult Probation area.  Mr. Silcox stated that is due to making that space handicapped accessible as it 
is not now.  Mr. Bauer stated that George Ford, Public Defender would like to have that done.   
Mr. Tkach asked Mike Gastier, OSU Extension what the state budget looked like to OSU Extension in 
regards to 4-H.  Mr. Gastier explained that you will see changes as far as the structure of county offices 
eventually and further explained the cuts.  Mr. Gastier stated that he did not think that 4-H would be hurt. 
Tom Gerrity, Board of Elections spoke to computer viruses and to be careful opening emails that look like 
they are from someone on your email list check them very closely. 
 

At 11:30 a.m. Larry J. Silcox moved to adjourn.  Joe Hintz seconded the motion.  The meeting stood 
adjourned. 
 

IN THE MATTER OF OPEN SESSION 

 
The Huron County Commissioners hereby attest that all actions and deliberations of the Board legally 
required to be public were conducted in an open session on this date and that the foregoing minutes 
represent the official action of the Board. 
 

IN THE MATTER OF CERTIFICATION 
 
The Clerk to the Board does hereby attest that the foregoing is a true and correct record of all actions taken 
by the Board of Huron County Commissioners on April 12, 2011.                
 

IN THE MATTER OF ADJOURNING 
 
The meeting was called to order at 9:00 a.m.  With no further business to come before the Board, the 
meeting was adjourned at 11/30 a.m.    
 
 
Signatures on File 
 


