
REGULAR SESSION TUESDAY MARCH 29, 2011 

The Board of Huron County Commissioners met this date in Regular Session.  Roll being called found the 

following members present:, Gary W. Bauer,  Joe Hintz, Larry J. Silcox.  

 

Pursuant to Ohio Revised Code Section 305.14 the Record of the Proceedings of the March 22, 2011 

meeting(s) were presented to the Board.  Joe Hintz made the motion to waive the reading of the minutes of 

the March 22, 2011  meeting(s) and approve as presented.   Gary W. Bauer seconded the motion. Voting 

was as follows: 

 

       Aye – Gary W. Bauer 

       Aye – Joe Hintz 

       Aye –Larry J. Silcox 

 

11-080 

  

IN THE MATTER OF CERTIFYING CLAIMS SCHEDULES TO THE HURON COUNTY 

AUDITOR FOR PAYMENT: 

 

Gary W. Bauer moved the adoption of the following resolution: 

 

WHEREAS, as per Ohio Revised Code 305.10, a resolution must be made by the Board of Huron County 

Commissioners to accompany the Claims Schedule to the Huron County Auditor’s Office for payment;  

 now therefore 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Huron County Commissioners does hereby approve Claim 

Schedule C 11-12 authorize the Huron County Auditor to make the necessary warrants; and further  

 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the foregoing resolution was adopted and all actions and deliberations of the 

Board of Commissioners of the County of Huron, Ohio relating thereto were conducted in meetings open 

to the public, in compliance with all applicable legal requirements, including Section 121.22 of the Ohio 

Revised Code. 

 

Joe Hintz seconded the motion.   

 

Discussion was had in regards to mileage reimbursements to Joe Hintz.  It was decided that these two 

warrants wound be voted on separately. 

 

The roll being called upon its adoption, the vote resulted as follows: 

 

Aye – Gary W. Bauer 

       Aye – Joe Hintz 

       Aye –Larry J. Silcox 

 

Gary W. Bauer moved to approve mileage reimbursements in the amounts of $102.00 and $207.00 to Joe 

Hintz account 001-00300-001.  Larry J. Silcox seconded the motion.  The roll being called upon its 

adoption, the vote resulted as follows: 

 

       Aye – Gary W. Bauer 

       Abstain – Joe Hintz 

       Aye – Larry J. Silcox 
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11-081 

  

IN THE MATTER OF CERTIFYING CLAIMS SCHEDULES TO THE HURON COUNTY 

AUDITOR FOR PAYMENT: 

 

Gary W. Bauer moved the adoption of the following resolution: 

 

WHEREAS, as per Ohio Revised Code 305.10, a resolution must be made by the Board of Huron County 

Commissioners to accompany the Claims Schedule to the Huron County Auditor’s Office for payment;  

 now therefore 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Huron County Commissioners does hereby approve Claim 

Schedule C 11-13 authorize the Huron County Auditor to make the necessary warrants; and further  

 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the foregoing resolution was adopted and all actions and deliberations of the 

Board of Commissioners of the County of Huron, Ohio relating thereto were conducted in meetings open 

to the public, in compliance with all applicable legal requirements, including Section 121.22 of the Ohio 

Revised Code. 

 

Joe Hintz seconded the motion.  

 

Discussion:  The reason for this seconded claim schedule was explained by Cheryl Nolan as being the fact 

that the money had not been received yet to make these payments. 

 

The roll being called upon its adoption, the vote resulted as follows: 

 

       Aye – Gary W. Bauer 

       Aye – Joe Hintz 

       Aye –Larry J. Silcox 
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11-082 

 

IN THE MATTER OF VOUCHERING FUNDS TO THE HURON COUNTY SOIL & WATER 

CONSERVATION DISTRICT 

 

Joe Hintz moved the adoption of the following resolution: 

 

WHEREAS, funds have been appropriated from the Huron County General Fund for the Huron County 

Soil & Water Conservation District in 2011;                                                                                        and 

 

WHEREAS a first quarter P.O. for these funds, was authorized  by the Board of Huron County 

Commissioners to voucher the following sum of $29,375.00 for the first quarter to be paid from the Code 

listed in the Commissioners’ Budget to the Huron County Soil & Water Conservation District for the first 

quarter of the year 2011;                                                                                                                   and 

 

WHEREAS, a final P. O. for the remaining funds will be vouchered in the amount of $115,475.00 to be 

paid from the Code listed in the Commissioners’ Budget;                               now therefore 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Huron County Commissioners does hereby authorize their Clerk to 

voucher the following sum to be paid for the remaining funds from the Code listed in the Commissioners’ 

Budget to the Huron County Soil & Water Conservation District for the year 2011: 

 

From:  028-00558-001 Soil & Water Conservation District  $ 115,475.00           and further 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the foregoing resolution was adopted and all actions and deliberations of the 

Board of Commissioners of the County of Huron, Ohio relating thereto were conducted in meetings open 

to the public, in compliance with all applicable legal requirements, including Section 121.22 of the Ohio 

Revised Code. 

 

Gary W. Bauer seconded the motion.  The roll being called upon its adoption, the vote resulted as follows: 

 

       Aye – Gary W. Bauer 

       Aye – Joe Hintz 

       Aye –Larry J. Silcox 
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11-084 

 

IN THE MATTER OF VOUCHERING FUNDS TO THE HURON COUNTY DEVELOPMENT 

COUNCIL 

 

Gary W. Bauer moved the adoption of the following resolution: 

 

WHEREAS, funds have been appropriated from the Huron County General Fund for the Huron County 

Development Council in 2011 for membership contributions; and 

 

WHEREAS, a yearly P.O. for these funds, paid quarterly, is authorized to be issued by the Board of 

Huron County Commissioners; and 

 

WHEREAS, the amount of $29,000.00 will be vouchered to the Huron County Development Council 

with an additional $1,000.00 to meet their obligation to SCORE;                                             now therefore 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Huron County Commissioners does hereby authorize their Clerk to 

voucher the following sum to be paid in quarterly increments from the Code listed in the General Fund 

Budget to the Huron County Development Council for the year 2011: 

 

From  040-00569-001 Miscellaneous/Other Expenses  $30,000.00     yearly and further 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the foregoing resolution was adopted and all actions and deliberations of the 

Board of Commissioners of the County of Huron, Ohio relating thereto were conducted in meetings open 

to the public, in compliance with all applicable legal requirements, including Section 121.22 of the Ohio 

Revised Code. 

 

Joe Hintz seconded the motion.  The roll being called upon its adoption, the vote resulted as follows: 

 

       Aye – Gary W. Bauer 

       Aye – Joe Hintz 

       Aye –Larry J. Silcox 

 

11-085 

 

IN THE MATTER OF VOUCHERING FUNDS TO THE HURON COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF 

JOB AND FAMILY SERVICES 

 

Joe Hintz moved the adoption of the following resolution: 

 

WHEREAS, funds have been appropriated from the Huron County General Fund for the Huron County 

Department of Job and Family Services (mandated share) for 2011; and 

 

WHEREAS, a yearly P.O. for these funds, paid quarterly is authorized to be issued by the Board of Huron 

County Commissioners; now therefore 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Huron County Commissioners hereby authorizes their Clerk to 

voucher the following sum to be paid in quarterly increments from the Code listed in the General Fund 

budget to the Huron County Department of Job and Family Services for the year 2011: 

 

035-00580-001  Grants    $ 209,420.00 and further 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the foregoing resolution was adopted and all actions and deliberations of the 

Board of Commissioners of the County of Huron, Ohio relating thereto were conducted in meetings open 

to the public, in compliance with all applicable legal requirements, including Section 121.22 of the Ohio 

Revised Code. 
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Gary W. Bauer seconded the motion.  The roll being called upon its adoption, the vote resulted as follows: 

 

       Aye – Gary W. Bauer 

       Aye – Joe Hintz 

       Aye –Larry J. Silcox 

 

11-086 

 

IN THE MATTER OF VOUCHERING FUNDS TO THE HURON COUNTY AGRICULTURAL 

SOCIETY 

 

Gary W. Bauer moved the adoption of the following resolution: 

 

WHEREAS, funds have been appropriated from the Huron County General Fund for the Huron County 

Agricultural Society in 2011; and 

 

WHEREAS, a yearly P.O. for these funds, paid quarterly, is authorized to be issued by the Board of 

Huron County Commissioners; now therefore 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Huron County Commissioners does hereby authorize their Clerk to 

voucher the following sum to be paid in quarterly increments from the Code listed in the General Fund 

Budget to the Huron County Agricultural Society for the year 2011: 

 

From 028-00559-001 Agriculture/Agricultural Society  $3,000.00            and further 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the foregoing resolution was adopted and all actions and deliberations of the 

Board of Commissioners of the County of Huron, Ohio relating thereto were conducted in meetings open 

to the public, in compliance with all applicable legal requirements, including Section 121.22 of the Ohio 

Revised Code. 

 

Joe Hintz seconded the motion.   

 

Discussion:  Gary Bauer stated that this is the same as we did last year and it is the state minimum and will 

work with the board to do capital improvements for the fair. 

 

The roll being called upon its adoption, the vote resulted as follows: 

 

       Aye – Gary W. Bauer 

       Aye – Joe Hintz 

       Aye –Larry J. Silcox 

 

11-087 

 

 IN THE MATTER OF VOUCHERING FUNDS TO THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY 

EXTENSION 

 

  Joe Hintz moved the adoption of the following resolution: 

 

WHEREAS, funds have been appropriated from the Huron County General Fund for the Ohio State 

University Extension in 2011; and 

 

WHEREAS, a yearly P.O. for these funds, paid quarterly, is authorized to be issued by the Board of 

Huron County Commissioners; now therefore 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Huron County Commissioners does hereby authorize their Clerk to 

voucher the following sum to be paid in quarterly increments from the Code listed in the General Fund 

Budget to the Ohio State University Extension for the year 2011: 

 

From Code 028-00557-001 $152,400.00 yearly and further 

 



REGULAR SESSION TUESDAY MARCH 29, 2011 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the foregoing resolution was adopted and all actions and deliberations of the 

Board of Commissioners of the County of Huron, Ohio relating thereto were conducted in meetings open 

to the public, in compliance with all applicable legal requirements, including Section 121.22 of the Ohio 

Revised Code. 

 

Gary W. Bauer seconded the motion.  

 

Discussion:  Gary Bauer stated that Mike Gastier, OSU Extension Director has indicated their appreciation 

for the board working with them. 

 

 The roll being called upon its adoption, the vote resulted as follows: 

 

       Aye – Gary W. Bauer 

       Aye – Joe Hintz 

       Aye –Larry J. Silcox 

 

11-088 

 

IN THE MATTER OF VOUCHERING FUNDS TO THE HURON COUNTY HEALTH 

DEPARTMENT 

 

Gary W. Bauer moved the adoption of the following resolution: 

 

WHEREAS, funds have been appropriated from the Huron County General Fund for the Huron County 

Health Department in 2011; and 

 

WHEREAS, a yearly P.O. for these funds, paid quarterly, is authorized to be issued by the Board of 

Huron County Commissioners; now therefore 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Huron County Commissioners does hereby authorize their Clerk to 

voucher the following sum to be paid in quarterly increments from the Code listed in the General Budget 

to the Huron County Health Department for the year 2011: 

 

From            029-00475-001 Other Expenses  $ 12,000.00 yearly                and further 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the foregoing resolution was adopted and all actions and deliberations of the 

Board of Commissioners of the County of Huron, Ohio relating thereto were conducted in meetings open 

to the public, in compliance with all applicable legal requirements, including Section 121.22 of the Ohio 

Revised Code. 

 

Joe Hintz seconded the motion.  The roll being called upon its adoption, the vote resulted as follows: 

 

       Aye – Gary W. Bauer 

       Aye – Joe Hintz 

       Aye –Larry J. Silcox 

 

11-089 

 

IN THE MATTER OF APPROVING AGREEMENT BETWEEN WSOS COMMUNITY ACTION 

COMMISSION INC. AND HURON COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

 

Joe Hintz moved the adoption of the following resolution: 

 

WHEREAS, the Board of Huron County Commissioners, WSOS Community Action Commission, Inc. 

desire to execute this agreement for professional services for a Fair Housing Services Program;                   

  now therefore 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Huron County Commissioners approves the agreement with WSOS 

Community Action Commission, Inc. as attached hereto and incorporated herein;                   and further 
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BE IT RESOLVED, that the foregoing resolution was adopted and all actions and deliberations of the 

Board of Commissioners of the County of Huron, Ohio, relating thereto were conducted in meetings open 

to the public, in compliance with all applicable legal requirements, including Section 121.22 of the Ohio 

Revised Code. 

 

Gary W. Bauer seconded the motion.  The roll being called upon its adoption, the vote resulted as follows: 

 

       Aye – Gary W. Bauer 

       Aye – Joe Hintz 

       Aye –Larry J. Silcox 

 

11-090 

 

IN THE MATTER OF ACCEPTING THE RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE TAX INCENTIVE 

REVIEW COUNCIL (TIRC)  

 

Gary W. Bauer moved the adoption of the following resolution:   

 

WHEREAS, the Board of Huron County Commissioners is in receipt of recommendations from ; Willard 

TIRC; Plymouth TIRC; Monroeville TIRC; Norwalk TIRC; for the tax abatement agreements; and 

  

WHEREAS, per the Ohio Revised Code Section 5709.85(E) the legislative authority is required to meet 

within sixty (60) days after receiving the TIRC recommendations to either accept or not to accept the TIRC 

recommendations.; and 

 

WHEREAS, it is the desire of the Huron County Board of Commissioners to accept the recommendations 

of the above mentioned TIRC Committees; now therefore 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Huron County Commissioners hereby accepts the 

recommendations of the above mentioned TIRC committees as attached hereto and incorporated herein; 

 and further 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the foregoing resolution was adopted and all actions and deliberations of the 

Board of Commissioners of the County of Huron, Ohio, relating thereto were conducted in meetings open 

to the public, in compliance with all applicable legal requirements, including Section 121.22 of the Ohio 

Revised Code. 

 

Joe Hintz seconded the motion.  

 

Discussion: Gary Bauer stated that things are working very well in these areas.  Mr. Silcox stated that 

Gemi Crust has been closed for over a year and the business has not been sold so this one was terminated.  

All the rest the paperwork was in and things were being done as they should.   

 

The roll being called upon its adoption, the vote resulted as follows: 

 

       Aye – Gary W. Bauer 

       Aye – Joe Hintz 

       Aye –Larry J. Silcox 

 

11-091 

  

IN THE MATTER OF ACCEPTING THE RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE TAX INCENTIVE 

REVIEW COUNCIL (TIRC)  

 

Joe Hintz moved the adoption of the following resolution:   

 

WHEREAS, the Board of Huron County Commissioners is in receipt of recommendations from; Bellevue 

TIRC for the tax abatement agreements; and 

  

WHEREAS, per the Ohio Revised Code Section 5709.85(E) the legislative authority is required to meet 
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within sixty (60) days after receiving the TIRC recommendations to either accept or not to accept the TIRC 

recommendations.; and 

 

WHEREAS, it is the desire of the Huron County Board of Commissioners to accept the recommendations 

of the above mentioned TIRC Committees; now therefore 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Huron County Commissioners hereby accepts the 

recommendations of the above mentioned TIRC committees as attached hereto and incorporated herein; 

 and further 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the foregoing resolution was adopted and all actions and deliberations of the 

Board of Commissioners of the County of Huron, Ohio, relating thereto were conducted in meetings open 

to the public, in compliance with all applicable legal requirements, including Section 121.22 of the Ohio 

Revised Code. 

 

Gary W. Bauer seconded the motion.   

 

Discussion: Mr. Silcox explained the results from the Bellevue TIRC meeting as the minutes have not been 

sent in yet.  Mr. Silcox stated that the only question was in regards to Windsor Mold not proving the 

information for the Enterprise Zone Agreements.  Mr. Silcox stated that the committee approved 

continuation of all four agreements (Line items 3,7,8 and 9 pending review and the school’s receipt of their 

compensation under the specified gifting arrangements. 

 

The roll being called upon its adoption, the vote resulted as follows: 

 

       Aye – Gary W. Bauer 

       Aye – Joe Hintz 

       Aye –Larry J. Silcox 

 

At 9:30 a.m. Public Comment Patricia LeClair asked the board if they were going to approve the 

resolution vouchering funds to the airport.  Mr. Silcox stated that they are holding that resolution at this 

time. 

 

At 9:35 a.m. Joe Kovach, County Engineer came before the board to have the Standardsburg Road 

Bridge Rehabilitation plat signed by the board.  Mr. Kovach explained the project. 

 

IN THE MATTER OF TRAVEL  

Gary W. Bauer moved to approve the following travel request this day.  Joe Hintz seconded the motion.  

The roll being called upon its adoption, the vote resulted as follows: 

 

       Aye – Gary W. Bauer 

       Aye – Joe Hintz 

       Aye – Larry J. Silcox 

 

Roland Tkach, Auditor, on April 6, 2011, to Columbus, Ohio, for Legislative Day. 

 

Larry Silcox stated that he had a CCAO Justice and Public Safety Committee meeting on April 5, 2011 and 

stated that he would not be attending as it is a meeting day.  Cheryl Nolan will inform CCAO.  

 

IN THE MATTER OF REQUEST FOR LEAVE 

Sue Bommer/Human Resource/sick/8:30 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. April 1, 2011/sick/8:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. 

March 31, 2011. 

Ron Ackerman/Buildings & Grounds/compensatory time/9:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.  March 21, 

2011/compensatory time/9:30 a.m. 1:30 p.m. March 22, 2011/vacation/9:30 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. April 21, 

2011/vacation/9:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m. April 22, 2011. 

Maria Lyons/Buildings & Grounds/sick/5:30 a.m. February 2, 2011 – 2:00 p.m. March 16, 2011. 

Jeff Deeble/Buildings & Grounds/compensatory time/6:00 a.m. – 2:30 p.m. April 8, 15,22,29, 2011 not 

recommended and disapproved. 

Darwin Pesnell/Buildings & Grounds/sick/2:00 p.m. – 4:30 p.m. March 23, 2011. 

Vickie Ziemba/Commissioners/personal time/3:00 p.m. – 4:30 p.m. April 1, 2011/vacation/8:00 a.m. July 
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8, 2011 – 4;30 p.m. July 18, 2011. 

Lon Burton/Mechanic/vacation/7:00 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. March 25, 2011/sick/10:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. 

March 21, 2011. 

Joshua Jasinski/Dog Warden/compensatory time/8:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. April 5, 2011/sick/2:00 p.m. – 

4:30 p.m. March 24, 2011. 

 

Administrator/Clerk’s report 

Presented the sales tax report.   
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Gary W. Bauer moved to contract with Norwalk Central Glass in the amount of $970.48 to repair 

window at the jail. Joe Hintz seconded the motion.  The roll being called upon its adoption, the vote 

resulted as follows: 

 

       Aye – Gary W. Bauer 

       Aye – Joe Hintz 

       Aye – Larry J. Silcox 

 

SIGNINGS 
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OTHER BUSINESS 

Mr. Bauer asked if the BMX contract and soccer field contracts were for three years.  Cheryl Nolan will 

check the contracts.  Mr. Bauer stated that he had received a call yesterday from Steve Jowarski who is the 

grounds maintenance person for the soccer field by the jail and he asked to move some soil from the soil 

pile back by the freeway.  He just needed two five gallon buckets full.  Mr. Bauer stated that he told him 

that he could do so.  Mr. Bauer also discussed the circle of tractors event coming up along with the Grade 

“A” banquet. 

 

The board discussed the CORSA renewal meeting that Joe Hintz, Gary Bauer, and Sue Bommer attended 

last Friday.  Sue Bommer reported on the section of the revised code that the county has the ability to pull 

the use of the vehicles if departments do not adopt the county driving policy as they are owned and insured 

by the county.  Mr. Bauer stated that this was the most significant information that they received at the 

meeting and secondly we learned that the jail doctor must have his own malpractice insurance.  Ms. 

Bommer stated that our jail doctor is currently on CORSA insurance and if we want to keep him on we 

will need to let them know.  Mr. Bauer stated that after what we heard on Friday the jail doctor must have 

their own malpractice insurance.  Mr. Bauer stated that in his opinion the jail doctor should not only have 

malpractice insurance but he should pay for it himself.  Once again Mr. Bauer stated that across the state 

that the largest lay out of funds are in law enforcement so we need to keep on top of that.  Mr. Bauer stated 

that Sheriff Howard has done some training that we haven’t seen in awhile and that is good.  Ms. Bommer 

stated that the renewal is coming up so the decision in regards to the jail doctor’s malpractice insurance 
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will need to be decided before the renewal.  Mr. Silcox stated that they would set up a meeting with the 

Sheriff to discuss this so that he and the Sheriff can meet with the doctor and go over what our insurance 

company is requiring and the procedures.   

 

At 10:09 a.m. Sue Bommer, Human Resource discussed the open enrollment coming up in regards to a 

chart that is sent out in the open enrollment packet.  Ms. Bommer stated that she has been waiting and 

waiting for the chart that she always gets from Willis that she includes in the renewal pack.  Also Ms. 

Bommer stated that we will need to set up a couple of open enrollment meetings because we have the new 

issue of adult children dependents and explained this.  Ms. Bommer stated that everything that she has read 

states that we really need to check their eligibility and the employees are going to have to provide some 

proof of their age.  The board agreed that they did not have a problem with Ms. Bommer setting up these 

meetings to check the proof of the ages of the adult children that employees want to add to their insurance. 

  

Sue Bommer asked about the airport operator having insurance.  Mr. Silcox stated that he had spoken with 

the Airport Board president Dennis Sokol yesterday and he is going to check with the gentleman doing the 

maintenance out there to make sure he has some liability insurance and he also said that they do not have 

anyone right now as a fixed base operator.  Mr. Silcox stated that actually if you look at the definition of a 

fixed base operator the one that is running the business out there is considered the fixed base operator.  

The person that is overseeing the airport is really not a fixed base operator, but that person will have to 

have insurance and Mr. Silcox stated that he had discussed this with Mr. Sokol.   Ms. Bommer explained 

further what is needed and Mr. Silcox asked Ms. Bommer to put a letter together to send to Mr. Sokol to 

explain exactly what we need so there won’t be any misunderstanding or miscommunication as we look at 

this issue.  Mr. Silcox asked if there is a date this needs to be done by.  Ms. Bommer stated that she could 

put a date on it.  The board agreed to give them 30 days.  

 

At 10:15 a.m  Russ Heterick, came before the board in regards to obtaining signatures for the final plat for 

the J.E.M subdivision Peru Olena Road.  

 

Cheryl Nolan stated that Tuesday, April 12, 2011 at 10:30 a.m. is clear for an Elected Officials’ meeting as 

requested by Mr. Silcox.  The board agreed that this would be a good date and to schedule it. 

   

Mr. Silcox stated that Sheriff Howard had called him yesterday and wanted to discuss his high visibility 

grant and what the decision is on putting those funds in his budget that will come back from the grant.  He 

has already expanded some funds and doesn’t have enough in his budget to expand all the funds.  It is a 

pay back but we need to put it in there.  Mr. Bauer stated that he told the Sheriff also that we would do 

this.  Mr. Silcox stated that he told the Sheriff that he felt that was their intention but also told the Sheriff 

that the board would discuss it today.  Mr. Silcox asked Ms. Nolan to prepare this transfer.  Ms. Nolan 

asked where they want this transfer to be made from.  The board agreed to transfer this from contingencies. 

The transfer will be made from contingencies to the sheriff’s budget with grant reimbursement funds 

coming back into the general fund. 
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Mr. Silcox also discussed the cruisers and what he had told the sheriff in regards to the cruisers.  The board 

agreed to wait unit next Tuesday to have this discussion.  Mr. Silcox stated that we have had several other 

budget requests as well. Mr. Silcox stated that the board had agreed to address these additional requests 

once they have a clearer picture of what the state is going to do.  Mr. Silcox asked if they want to send a 

note to these departments that have requested for extra funds in regards to what the board’s intention is in 

this regard.  Mr. Silcox stated that he and Ms. Nolan would work on this letter. Mr. Silcox stated that the 

Juvenile judge had asked him to come to the courthouse and speak with him in regards to the cuts that he 

has had from the state and is going to request an additional $52,000 with that he will be going from 20 

employees to 14 full time and 3 part time employees.  He will be able to keep probation officers which he 

desperately needs because of the case load that he has on probation.  Mr. Silcox stated that after listening 

to his discussion he would not be opposed to this transfer because these are critical programs that he feels 

are necessary.  Mr. Silcox asked the judge to put the request in writing to the board and once they get it 

they will discuss further.  Mr. Bauer stated that he lost $100,000 which is part of the governor’s covering 

the front end of the budget and taking it out the back door.  This is one that we will be waiting to look at 

and the other thing that needs to be discussed today is the SWD agreement with the city of Norwalk and 

their response to our written proposal.  Mr. Silcox stated that he did get a chance to talk with Steve Euton 

and it was stated that this had been discussed with the mayor. Mr. Silcox asked Mr. Euton if he had seen 

the letter that the mayor had put together and he stated that he had not but that council had discussed 

several issues and requested that the mayor forward those issues to the board of commissioners.  Mr. 

Silcox stated that he certainly is not in agreement with some of those issues.  Mr. Euton again offered to 

have the board come back to council.  Mr. Silcox stated that at this point he would suggest that maybe Mr. 

Welch and a commissioner sit down with the president of council or a committee of council and try to 

hammer out an agreement.  Mr. Silcox did tell Mr. Euton that the proposal that was prepared by the board 

and submitted was what the mayor had agreed to previously in a meeting with Andrew Booker, EPA and 

that the concern was that certainly some of these are something that we can agree with, one being point 5 

where they want the total to be charged to the city for solid waste disposal at the transfer station should not 

be higher than the fees charged to any other entity or political subdivision and in no event shall exceed 

$54.00 per ton.  Mr. Bauer stated that the last and is where the problem is and that the rest of it is fine.  Mr. 

Bauer stated that he could not agree to the and in no event shall the fee exceed $54.00 per ton.  Mr. Silcox 

stated that is right and if you look at it, it is not for the length of the agreement it is forever.  Mr. Silcox 

stated that he would suggest to take the and ---- our of that point.  Mr. Silcox asked if they wanted to 

discuss number 1.  Mr. Bauer stated basically again it is the last sentence.  Mr. Silcox stated that he is 

willing to give them the reduction of the disposal fee at the transfer station but not extend it past the end of 

the plan.  That is telling us that it will be extended until there is a new plan and that could hold the plan up 

forever and just can’t agree with that. The board agreed that number 2 is ok Number 3 is ok Number 4 

does not like the “shall” and they feel that it has to be the way it was originally stated.  Number 5 in 

regards to the fee charged to anyone else.  They do not agree that it won’t be raised.  Number 6 is actually 

in the plan and doesn’t see why it needs to be rewritten.  If it is in the plan it does not need to be written in 

a side agreement.  Number 7 is number 5 in our plan so it is not a problem.  Number 8 will ask Daivia 

Kasper, Assistant Prosecutor to look at the language and see what her opinion is. One of the things that 
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council said was that they needed an answer in order to approve it by April 26, 2011 they had to have two 

readings and they can’t do this at a work session.  Mr. Bauer stated that we need to get it done. Mr. Silcox 

and Mr. Welch work together to get this taken care of.  Mr. Bauer stated that Mr. Silcox should go to this 

meeting as he is the chairman of the board and also chairman of the SWD board.   

 

The board agreed to hold maintenance issues. 

 

Mr. Bauer asked if the board would want to deal with the letter received from the FAA.  Mr. Silcox stated 

that his feeling is after reading their response from Stephanie at the FAA and a couple of other comments 

or discussions that he had yesterday that he would propose to send a letter to Stephanie at FAA expressing 

the board’s displeasure.  Mr. Silcox stated that he feels that the letter is inappropriate because they are 

trying to dictate to the board how much money we should be receiving for the airport when it has been very 

clear that the airport and the board of commissioners have agreed on an amount that we feel is fair.  The 

other thing that he disagrees with is that wherever she received her information in this letter there are a 

couple of things that he feels are in error.  The pending FAA request for $557,895.00 he certainly was not 

aware of, the comment about the $3.00 per ticket at each event is absolutely inaccurate which has never 

been done by Summit Motor Sports Park.  Where she got that information and if she uses that information 

he would like to see where she got that information because it is totally inaccurate.  Her overall letter states 

that you can do this if you comply with all the FAA requests but it also states that if you comply with these 

requests there is no guarantee that they will approve it.  Mr. Silcox stated that he would like to appeal this 

letter to Washington as we have done in the past and feels that what she has put on us is inappropriate for 

the FAA to even consider something of this and that is how he would like to proceed. Mr. Bauer stated that 

he feels that the inaccuracy in a letter from an authority at the level of the FAA that there is no excuse for.  

If any authority is going to respond in kind you need to have done your homework and contacted the 

person that should have been contacted and verified your information.  This should not be taken or 

apparently taken from a third party.  We know that the information was not taken from us and we know 

that we were never contacted and so he is saying you should do your homework, you should verify your 

information before you ever write a letter.  There are clearly inaccuracies in this letter.  The reply being 

based on what the county contribution is to the airport.  Mr. Silcox stated that he checked yesterday that 

this letter indicates that we have contributed $35,000 per year for the last three years is totally inaccurate.  

Our records clearly indicate that from the general fund $20,000 per year was contributed.  So again she has 

incorrect information here that she hasn’t verified and thinks a response to her would be appropriate.  Mr. 

Silcox stated that he has contacted Congressman Latta’s office and he is willing to contact the FAA on our 

behalf.  Mr. Bauer stated that he has spoken with Norwalk Economic Development, Ellen Heintz and she 

is going to contact the Department of Transportation in Washington to follow up with a conversation that 

she had with them in Washington last week.  Mr. Bauer stated that if you read this letter his thought is that 

it carries an attitude with it.  Professional letters should not be written as such that you can interrupt an 

attitude.  The discussion of Bader having charged a surcharge of $3.00 per ticket is absurd and the FAA 

has no right to tell Bill Bader what he should charge.  Mr. Silcox stated that this is a good example of 

Washington trying to tell us what to do.  Mr. Bauer stated that it is not Washington it is Detroit.  Mr. 

Silcox stated she represents Washington.  Mr. Silcox stated that it is very clear that they are concerned 

about aviation and doesn’t have a problem with this concern, but we have an obligation here as county 

commissioners to represent this county and to represent business and industry as well.  We have to make 

our decisions accordingly.  Mr. Silcox stated that his overall feeling is Stephanie tell us what you have 

given us to operate this airport and we will return all that money so that we are no longer obligated to you 

anymore and that is my initial response to this letter.  Mr. Bauer stated that we found out that there is an 

official application for grants that we have not been consulted on and we are supposed to be for those kinds 

of applications.  Mr. Silcox stated that the FAA considers us as cosponsors and yet they don’t 

communicate with us.  If they consider us as cosponsors then his recommendation would be to put them on 

notice that any communication that they would send to a sponsor would also be sent to the board of 

commissioners as co-sponsors.  Mr. Hintz also spoke to his thought in regards to the letter. 

 

 

At this time Wes Fahrbach, NW District Representative from Senator Rob Portman’s office came before 

the board.  Mr. Silcox stated that he knows that the senator has been made aware of this airport board issue 

and we certainly would request that he would help us in support of this issue and his contacts with the 

FAA in Washington.  Mr. Silcox stated that he knows that the Senator has indicated that he would be 

willing to do that.  Mr. Silcox explained the situation of the airport and the raceway park to Mr. Fahrbach. 

Mr. Silcox stated that the raceway park has indicated that they would like to purchase the airport.  Mr. 

Bauer stated that there has been no formal offer and Mr. Silcox agreed that there has been no formal offer. 
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Mr. Bauer stated that they have stated that they would like to acquire that land for future development.  Mr. 

Silcox stated that in looking at the economic impact of the business certainly we have to look at the 

economic health of our community and the economic benefit and where we have been with the airport and 

make our decision accordingly.  Certainly this correspondence with the FAA in light of the fact that he just 

received an email this morning that we are saying that we need $35,000 from the Summit Motorsports Park 

to do this.  Mr. Silcox also spoke in reference to an email that he received in regards to an airport in 

Mansfield which has a military attachment there is subject to close for a fitness walk so he is thinking you 

can do this for them but not for Huron County.  This airport has a lot of traffic.  Mr. Silcox stated that his 

suggestion is to appeal this directly to Washington as we have done in the past and hopes that this board 

will see fit to send a letter to Stephanie objecting to some of the information that she has that we know to 

be inaccurate and incorrect.  We would certainly request from Senator Portman that he would support us in 

our efforts with the FAA in Washington and would add that the cover letter from Dennis Sokol, Huron 

County Airport Board president is in agreement with the closure.  Our local airport board welcomes this to 

bring in money that will help them to continue to operate.  Mr. Bauer explained what had happened a 

couple of years ago when the FAA decided the day before the event to not allow the airport to be closed for 

the events.   

Patricia LeClair spoke in response and stated that she read the letter and is not taking offence to Dennis 

Sokol because he said in his cover letter that he is disappointed in their response.  Ms. LeClair stated that 

she wanted to clarify some points that Mr. Silcox made.  The letter sites that Summit never put on there 

website about the discounted tickets and that is incorrect they did I saw it and here is a copy.  Mr. Silcox 

stated that does not directly relate to what the letter states in the fact that I will give you a discount if you 

write a letter to the FAA in support of if.  Ms. LeClair stated that is what it says and she will read it to 

them.  Mr. Silcox stated that what is says is that we offer discounts to people if the buy tickets early.  Ms. 

LeClair stated that she is laughing because that is not what is says.  The next one is about the FAA talking 

about a $3.00 ticket from the race track and she is looking at an article that says Summit brings in $99 

million dollars into Huron County and it is pretty amazing in itself that is a lot of money.  So she is saying 

if it brings in that much money they can well afford to help the county out for the closures and she thinks 

that if the private enterprise is making $99 million dollars and bringing it into Huron County and that is 

through their impact study that they made boy that is a lot of money and that will really help Huron 

County.  Mr. Bauer stated that what you are saying is not accurate.  The survey states that it is bringing $99 

million into Huron County and Erie County.  It is not saying that Summit Racing is making $99 million 

dollars it is economic impact to the area and any one that is ever around here in the summer and sees any 

of the hotels or restaurants can see it makes a significant difference in the area.  You can not judge $99 

million dollars against Summit Motor racing we judge it against the impact in the whole area.  Mr. Bauer 

stated that no matter how powerful Stephanie Swann thinks she is she has no authority to tell Summit 

Motor racing that he should charge $3.00 per ticket.  This lady has no authority to tell a private enterprise 

what they can charge as a surcharge.  Ms. LeClair stated that her last point would be is “How dare you 

commissioners sit up there and just get done telling us that Summit wants to buy that property and how 

dare you say you are going to sell it to them and take it away from the Huron County taxpayers”.  Ms. 

LeClair stated that she is doing an economic development project on all the people who come through with 

airplanes and what impact it has on Huron County.  There are a lot of business that come through and use 

that airport just because you don’t see them flying in.  Mr. Bauer stated no he has talked to them.  Mr. 

Bauer also stated that he is not going to listen to someone stating that he has said that he is going to sell the 

airport.  Mr. Bauer stated that he has never said that he was going to sell the airport and stated that it is 

time for truths.  Mr. Silcox stated that he would like to see a copy of the flyer that you have that states they 

have discounted the tickets for writing a letter to the FAA.     

 

Mr. Fahrbach stated that Senator Portman has rearranged the counties a little bit from the way that Senator 

Voinovich had it.  Huron County was covered by the Cleveland office but is now covered by the Toledo 

office.  Mr. Fahrbach presented his background to the board. Mr. Bauer informed Mr. Fahrbach of the field 

day that takes place in Celeryville for the vegetable growers with further discussion in regards the RC&D 

and the cuts that are taking place.  Discussion was also had in regards to CDBG and WIA funding cuts. 

 

At 11:20  the board recessed 

 

At 11:26 a.m. Joe Hintz  told Ms. LeClair that he had some concerns with her comments and stated that he 

wanted her to understand that he is not sure where Mr. Bauer stands on this issue and he is not one 

hundred percent sure where Mr. Silcox stands on this but is sure where he stands on this.  Mr. Hintz stated 

that unless something persuades him differently he is in favor of eliminating the airport.  That does not 

make him a bad commissioner and that doesn’t make him your enemy it just makes him a representative of 
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this county that is trying to do the best that he can do.  He has to evaluate facts and has to make a decision 

on those facts.  Mr. Hintz stated that he is still your county commissioner and wants her to know that.  He 

doesn’t want her upset with him but to say shame on you when I have done nothing wrong and stated that 

he is only trying to do this job at the best of his ability.  You may not agree with that and he can appreciate 

that but to lash out at us like we are trying to destroy something shame on you we have not done anything 

shameful we are trying to do the best that we know how to do.  In response Ms. LeClair stated that she is 

doing an economic impact study and stated that it is phenomenal the businesses that use the Huron airport 

and the board doesn’t realize it.  Ms. LeClair stated that she thought that in conversation before that they 

were going to try to work together and move the airport runway but she is seeing now this isn’t what the 

big plan is and stated that she is not seeing that at all as of today that they have no intensions of working 

with the race track and the airport working together.  Mr. Silcox stated that he would ask Ms. LeClair to 

contact Summit Raceway Park because it is very clear to him that there are two different issues and they 

are absolutely not related and it is very clear to him that one issue where he is offering discounts is not 

connected to the other issue where he is asking race fans to send comments to the FAA they are absolutely 

not connected and they have never been.   

 

At 11:33 a.m.  Joe Hintz moved to enter into Executive Session ORC 121.22 (G) (1) to consider the 

appointment, employment, dismissal, discipline, promotion, demotion, or compensation of a public 

employee or official, or the investigation of charges or complaints against a public employee, official, 

licensee, or regulated individual.  Gary W. Bauer seconded the motion.  The roll being called upon its 

adoption, the vote resulted as follows:   

 

       Aye – Gary W. Bauer 

       Aye – Joe Hintz 

       Aye – Larry J. Silcox 

 

At 11:57 a.m.  Gary W. Bauer moved to end Executive Session ORC 121.22 (G) (1).  Joe Hintz seconded 

the motion.  The roll being called upon its adoption, the vote resulted as follows: 

 

       Aye – Gary W. Bauer 

       Aye – Joe Hintz 

       Aye – Larry J. Silcox 

 

 

Discussion was had in regards to the on call policy.  Ms. Kasper stated that the on call policy should be 

reviewed.  Mr. Silcox stated that Sue Bommer and Daivia Kasper should review the policy and bring back 

suggested changes.   

 

Mr. Silcox asked how the board would like to respond to FAA.   Mr. Bauer stated that he feels that Mr. 

Silcox’s letter is fine except for the last paragraph.  Mr. Silcox stated that he can send them both and we 

will have Ms. Kasper to look at them today and send both letters.  Mr. Bauer stated that if you are Bill 

Bader on March 29, 2011 and this is what he has to make his decision on.  Mr. Hintz asked if you do this 

what happens to the airport.  Mr. Silcox stated that we take over.  Mr. Bauer stated that he wants the last 

paragraph taken out even though he likes it he doesn’t think it can be done.   

 

At 12:14 p.m.  Joe Hintz moved to adjourn.  Gary W. Bauer seconded the motion.  The meeting stood 

adjourned.  

 

IN THE MATTER OF OPEN SESSION 

 

The Huron County Commissioners hereby attest that all actions and deliberations of the Board legally 

required to be public were conducted in an open session on this date and that the foregoing minutes 

represent the official action of the Board. 

 

IN THE MATTER OF CERTIFICATION 

 

The Clerk to the Board does hereby attest that the foregoing is a true and correct record of all actions taken 

by the Board of Huron County Commissioners on March 29, 2011.                
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IN THE MATTER OF ADJOURNING 

 

The meeting was called to order at 9:00 a.m.  With no further business to come before the Board, the 

meeting was adjourned at 12:14 p. m.    

 

 

Signatures on File 


